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A primary rationale for high-quality attendance data is the
relationship between student attendance and student achieve-
ment. Students who attend school regularly have been shown to
achieve at higher levels than students who do not attend school
regularly (NFES 2018). A
student is deemed chronically
absent if they missed at least
45% 10% of the school year. On
the 2023 8th grade Utah RISE
Math assessment, students who
Proficient of were not chronically absent
Not were 1.5 times as likely to be
Chronically proficient than students who
Absent were chronically absent.
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Chronic Absenteeism and the Dropout Rate

Being chronically absent in one grade increases the odds of
being chronically absent in the next grade by 13 times.

Further, a student who is chronically absent in any year, starting
with their 8th grade year, is 7 times more likely to drop out than
a student who is not chronically absent. Being a racial

minority, student with a disability, English learner, and/or low
income student increases the odds of being chronically absent
(UEPC, 2012).
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Outlier Schools in Improving Chronic Absenteeism

There are outlier schools in regard to reducing chronic absen-
teeism of students. ULEAD has identified ten representative high
schools in Utah that have reduced chronic absenteeism year-
over-year the past two comparison cycles (2021 to 2022, 2022
to 2023). These are the only high schools of the 179 included in
the analysis that saw consistent improvements in chronic
absenteeism over these three years of attendance data.

Utah Leading through Effective, Actionable, and Dynamic (ULEAD) Education seeks research partners interested in qualitatively exploring how

these schools have experienced success with attendance. Contact ulead@schools.utah.gov to learn more!
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Outlier Schools

public schools representative of all Utah schools

public schools Title 1 schools

charter schools non-Title 1 schools
State Average 13% charter State Average 40% Title 1

4 City Schools 5 suburban Schools 1 Town/Rural Schools

State Average State Average State Average
28% of schools 53% of schools 19% of schools

Criteria Rationale

Why...

Use chronic absenteeism as the measure for attendance?
Chronic absenteeism is defined as a student missing at least 10% of school days in a school year. This
measure has a high negative correlatation with student achievement and graduation rate.

Focus on high school?

By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade
test scores (Allensworth & Easton, 2007, p. 16). A study in Utah public schools found that chronic ab-
senteeism in a single year between 8th and 12th grade increased the likelihood of dropout by 7 times
(Utah Education Policy Center, 2012).

Look at two years of YOY change (2021->2022, 2022->2023) encompassing three school years
(2021, 2022, and 2023)?
Multiple years of comparison data increases confidence that results are more likely to be meaningful

and less likely to be aberrational. The 2019-2020 school year is not included because of the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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