
Welcome, School Safety and
Security Specialists!

Housekeeping:

● Use the “Q&A” feature throughout our training to ask questions.

● Questions will be answered by members of the School Safety Center. 
○ Note, the Q&A will be shared publicly for those who cannot join us 

live.
● Check your SPAM folder for emails from 

schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov.

mailto:schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov


School Safety and Security 
Specialist Training #1
Program Updates and Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA) Exceptions and Records Management
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Agenda

● Welcome!

● School Safety Center Updates

● Role of the School Safety and Security Specialist

● FERPA Exceptions and Records Management

● Next Steps

● Question & Answer



Welcome!

Shauntelle Cota
Director of School Safety and Student Services
Utah State Board of Education

Rhett Larsen
School Safety Center Coordinator
Utah State Board of Education



Training, Equipment, and Funding
Professional Learning Opportunities

● School Safety Center Conference
○ June 9-10, 2027

● NEW School Safety and Security 
Training Program

● CSTAG

● The “I Love U Guys” Foundation

● PREPaRE Workshop 1

● Youth Mental Health First Aid 
(YMHFA)

● Avoid, Deny, Defend (ADD)
○ Staying Safe

Safety Equipment and Devices

● Bleed Control Kits
● First Aid Kits
● Wearable Panic Alert Devices

Projects in Development

● Emergency Planning Guide
● Utah School Safety Playbook
● School Safety Dashboard

Funding
● School Safety and Support Grants 

(Closeout Date: June 30, 2027)



New Learning Portal

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) Learning Portal is an 

online tool for Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to request specific 

professional learning, technical assistance, or training support from 

USBE. The information submitted is used to help coordinate 

learning opportunities across the state to ensure that LEA needs are 

addressed and met in an efficient manner.

https://www.schools.utah.gov/learningportal


School Safety and Security Training 
Program (1)

Utah Code Annotated 53G-8-702: School Administrator and 
School Resource Officer Training - Curriculum

● Annual program:
○ School principals
○ School personnel
○ School safety and security personnel

■ School resource officers

● At least one four (4) hour, in-person training requirement



School Safety and Security Training 
Program (2)

● Topics Include:
○ Comprehensive School Safety Framework

○ SRP

○ CSTAG

○ PREPaRE Workshop 1: Comprehensive School Safety, Planning 
Through Recovery

○ Legal updates



Wearable Panic Alert Devices (WPADs)
● Utah Code Section 53G-8-805: Panic Alert Device

○ Lead teachers
○ Appropriate school safety personnel

■ School Safety and Security Specialist
■ School Resource Officer
■ School Guardian
■ Armed School Security Guard

○ July 1, 2027

● USBE WPADs Website
○ LEAs are not required to utilize the state-procured wearable 

panic alert devices.
○ Three state contracts
○ Due Date: 5:00 p.m. on September 25, 2026

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://www.schools.utah.gov/schoolsafetycenter/_sscresources/wearablepanicalertdevices
https://www.schools.utah.gov/schoolsafetycenter/_sscresources/wearablepanicalertdevices


State Charter School Board (SCSB) 
Updates

The SCSB welcomes three new board members:

Adam Gerlach Brandon Johnson Mickelle Bos

For Charter-Specific Support Contact: Amy Pace
School Safety Center Charter Liaison

amy.pace@charterschools.utah.gov



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Canvas Course (1)



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Canvas Course (2)



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Checklist



Principal & School Safety and Security 
Specialists Collaboration Exit & Feedback 
Forms



Safe and Healthy Learning Environment



School Safety - Physical Space, Culture, 
and Climate
● School safety means the physical space, culture, and climate of a school.

● Physical space means the way in which a building is designed and 
structured to promote safety including the minimum safety and security 
standards as described in Section 53-22-102.

● Culture means the beliefs, values, and practices that shape how a school 
functions and influences student learning and well-being through 
policies, procedures, and safety protocols.

● Climate means the perceptions and experiences of students, staff, 
parents, and the community regarding the school's environment and the 
resources that support the experiences.



SafeUT Notification Center Launch

● New Notification Center available in 
SafeUT School Portal

● Supports H.B. 84 (2026) school safety 
requirements

● Send alerts to students, parents, and 
educators using the SafeUT app

● Training available now in the School 
Portal



Nicole Sanchez
Student Data Privacy Specialist
Utah State Board of Education



Next Steps

1. Accept the course invitation from notifications@instructure.com. 

a. (Check your spam or junk folders.)

2. Complete the Viewing Confirmation quiz to unlock Exit Ticket #1.

3. Take Exit Ticket #1 by the due date, December 9, 2026 with at least a 
score of 4/5 to pass.

a. Specialists interested in earning relicensure hours will need to 
score 5/5.

i. All hours will be entered into Altitude at the end of the 
Canvas course in spring 2027.

mailto:notifications@instructure.com


School Safety and Security Specialist 
Training Program Information
The SSSS Onboarding Guide will be sent to all Specialists via email. Viewing is 
required for all new Specialists and may be helpful for returning Specialists.

1. Training #1: Program Updates and FERPA Exceptions and Records 
Management

a. Wednesday, September 23, 2026 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

2. Training #2: Addressing School Safety Through Culture & Climate
a. Wednesday, December 9, 2026 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

3. Training #3 (Optional): TBD
a. Wednesday, March 17, 2027 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

4. Training #4: Updates from the 2027 Legislative Session
a. Wednesday, April 28, 2027 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B5M50ERGQeyOE4jMPR7OZg#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QshbS4xTSiWMpBWTeqRUxQ#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration
https://uetn-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GoO1l9K0TmWA1OklIVnD-w#/registration


Questions

Contact the School Safety Center at
schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov.

mailto:schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov
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