
Welcome to the LEA School Safety and 
Security Director Information Session

Housekeeping:

● Use the “Q&A” feature throughout our training to ask questions. 

Questions will be answered by members of the School Safety Center.

○ Note, the Q&A will be shared publicly for those who cannot join us 

live.

● Check your SPAM folder for emails from 

schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov.

mailto:schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov
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Directors
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Agenda
● Welcome!
● Training, Equipment, and Funding
● FY27 School Safety and Security Personnel Designation Form
● School Safety and Security Specialist (SSSS) Stipend Grant Process
● SSSS Training Program Information
● School Safety and Security Training Program
● Wearable Panic Alert Devices
● Emergency Recovery Plans
● Charter School Board Updates
● Prevention/SafeUT
● Incident Response Method



Welcome!

Shauntelle Cota
Director of School Safety and Student Services
Utah State Board of Education

Chief Matt Pennington
State Security Chief
Department of Public Safety

Rhett Larsen
School Safety Center Coordinator
Utah State Board of Education



Training, Equipment, and Funding
Professional Learning Opportunities

● School Safety Center Conference
○ June 9-10, 2027

● NEW School Safety and Security 
Training Program

● CSTAG

● The “I Love U Guys” Foundation

● PREPaRE Workshop 1

● Youth Mental Health First Aid 
(YMHFA)

● Avoid, Deny, Defend (ADD)
○ Staying Safe

Safety Equipment and Devices

● Bleed Control Kits
● First Aid Kits
● Wearable Panic Alert Devices

Projects in Development

● Emergency Planning Guide
● Utah School Safety Playbook
● School Safety Dashboard

Funding

● School Safety and Support Grants 
(Closeout Date: June 30, 2027)



New Learning Portal

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) Learning Portal is an 

online tool for Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to request specific 

professional learning, technical assistance, or training support from 

USBE. The information submitted is used to help coordinate 

learning opportunities across the state to ensure that LEA needs are 

addressed and met in an efficient manner.

https://www.schools.utah.gov/learningportal


School Safety and Security Personnel 
Designation Form (SSSPDF)

LEAs shall submit the School Safety and Security Personnel Designation Form by 
September 15, 2026.

● Sent in email to all School Safety and 
Security Directors and also available 
through Utah Grants

● Provide School Guardian information 
instead of leaving blank

● Organizer template provided (optional)

● A copy of the Qualtrics submission will 
be needed to submit the 27SAST SSSS 
Stipend grant application in Utah Grants



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Stipend Grant Process

27SAST School Safety and Security 
Specialist Stipend Grant now available in 
Utah Grants.

● Complete FY27 SSSPDF (Qualtrics)

● Attach the emailed copy of your 
responses to the Utah Grants 
application. Check SPAM folder!

● Due: September 15, 2026

● If applying for an alternative, all 
applications were due by August 31, 
2026.



Utah Code Section 63G-6b-201:
Requirements for All Grants
● USBE may not:

○ disburse all grant funds in a single payment, unless the single 
payment is submitted after the grant recipient satisfies the grant 
requirements, or

○ make a grant recipient's final disbursement before the grant 
recipient satisfies the grant requirements.

● When submitting for reimbursement, please complete and attach the 
LEA NAME _FY27 SSSS Stipend(s) Reimbursement TEMPLATE.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10uyKrvm3F_AWMYrHYfyrIqdoFzqO7cPMWD4sljl5h3I/copy


School Safety and Security Specialist (SSSS)  
Training Program Information
The SSSS Onboarding podcast will be sent to all Specialists via email. Viewing is 
required for all new Specialists and may be helpful for returning Specialists.

1. Training #1: TBD
a. Wednesday, September 23, 2026 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

2. Training #2: TBD
a. Wednesday, December 9, 2026 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

3. Training #3 (Optional): TBD
a. Wednesday, March 17, 2027 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

4. Training #4: Updates from the 2027 Legislative Session
a. Wednesday, April 28, 2027 | 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.



Principal and SSSS Collaboration Forms



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Canvas Course (1)



School Safety and Security Specialist 
Canvas Course (2)



School Safety and Security Training 
Program (1)
Utah Code Annotated 53G-8-702
● Annual program:

○ School principals
○ School personnel
○ School safety and security personnel

■ School resource officers
● At least a four (4) hour, in-person training requirement
● Topics Include:

○ Comprehensive School Safety Framework
○ Standard Response Protocol (SRP)
○ Comprehensive School Threat Assessment Guidelines (CSTAG)
○ PREPaRE Workshop 1: Comprehensive School Safety Planning Through 

Recovery
○ Legal updates



School Safety and Security Training 
Program (2)

Train-the-Trainer Opportunities:
● September 17, 2026 | 8:30a.m. - 12:30 pm.

○ Canyons School District
■ Register in Altitude.

● September 21, 2026 | 8:30a.m. - 12:30 pm.
○ Iron County School District

■ Register in Altitude.

● September 29, 2026 | 8:30a.m. - 12:30 pm.
○ Utah State University - Moab

■ Register in Altitude.
○ Utah State University - Brigham City

■ Register in Altitude.

https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1c-eb50-75dc-b6a5-6f98d0fa97fa
https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1d-4641-763a-9d53-e145fdd950d9
https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1f-47f3-750e-8439-8a9a1b5f382e
https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1f-47f3-750e-8439-8a9a1b5f382e
https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1f-47f3-750e-8439-8a9a1b5f382e
https://usbealtitude.org/sections/019faf1f-9021-757e-bf8d-b11e21fbd4d6


Wearable Panic Alert Devices (WPADs)
● Utah Code Section 53G-8-805: Panic Alert Device

○ Lead teachers
○ Appropriate school safety personnel

■ School safety and security specialist
■ School resource officer
■ School guardian
■ Armed school security guard

○ July 1, 2027

● USBE WPADs Website
○ LEAs are not required to utilize the state-procured wearable 

panic alert devices.
○ Two state contracts
○ Due Date: 5:00 p.m. on September 18, 2026

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter8/53G-8-S805.html
https://www.schools.utah.gov/schoolsafetycenter/_sscresources/wearablepanicalertdevices


Emergency Recovery Plans

The goal of an emergency recovery plans is to restore 

essential systems and operations after an unforeseen 

event.



Recovery Management Time Frame

● Immediate: Minutes to hours
● Short-term: Days to weeks
● Long-term: Months to years



New Requirements (1)
Updates passed in September 2025 noted in orange text.

R277-400-3: Establishing LEA Emergency Preparedness,  Emergency 
Response, and Emergency Recovery Plans.

(1) By July 1 of each year, an LEA shall certify to the Superintendent that the 
LEA's emergency preparedness and, emergency response, and emergency 
recovery plans have been:

(a) practiced at the school level; and

(b) presented to and reviewed by its teachers, administrators, students 
and parents, local law enforcement, and public safety representatives 
consistent with Subsection 53G-4-402[(18)](20)(d)



New Requirements (2)

R277-400-3: Establishing LEA Emergency Preparedness, Emergency 

Response, and Emergency Recovery Plans.

"Emergency Recovery Plan" means policy and procedures developed to 

return the educational entity back to ordinary daily routine after an 

emergency by restoring programming, operations, and the school 

environment. The purpose of which is to manage immediate, short term, 

and long-term recovery from an emergency incident.



Emergency Recovery Plans: 
A Guide for K-12 Utah Schools

Overview:
● Designed to help LEAs assess current emergency 

plans for recovery

● Asks “yes/no” questions to identify potential 
recovery gaps within your existing plans

● Includes a field for assignees

● Addresses emergency management timeframe for 
recovery

● Provides LEAs with a starting point for updating 
current plans



State Charter School Board (SCSB) 
Updates

The SCSB welcomes three new board members:

Adam Gerlach Brandon Johnson Mickelle Bos

For Charter-Specific Support Contact: Amy Pace
School Safety Center Charter Liaison

amy.pace@charterschools.utah.gov



SafeUT Notification Center Launch

● New Notification Center available in 
SafeUT School Portal

● Supports H.B. 84 (2026) school safety 
requirements

● Send alerts to students, parents, and 
educators using the SafeUT app

● Training available now in the School 
Portal



Early Warning System (EWS) Webinar Series

● Monthly Prevention Team webinar series

● Focused on strengthening EWS within Multi Tiered Systems of 
Support (MTSS)

● Supports timely, data-informed identification and intervention

● Builds shared workflows, practical skills, and sustainable student 
support systems

● More information and registration available on the Prevention 
EWS webpage

https://schools.utah.gov/prevention/earlywarningsystem
https://schools.utah.gov/prevention/earlywarningsystem


Prevention & Student Services Lunch & Learn 
Webinar Series (School Year 2026–2027)

● Monthly virtual professional learning (12:00 –1:00 p.m.)

● Register using the Prevention and Student Services Webinar Series 
SY 26-27 Registration Zoom Link.

○ One registration for the entire series.

● Focus on protective factors, resilience, prevention science, and 
student success

● Re-licensure points available

● Launch date: August 27, 2026

https://wcts78hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mv__I5pnrKY1MHFB94p60bvejKwthZis2MhCMpGt2i8OIq0C1JJWPsyIjX6Fc2PfjggYChgkEHoNY4PuRrMhCxHMphneRTLOgbp2XHMUQvo3grE9LibwC8bDlKHowGKz5j1UYMGyGhHkTWMh4qLPzJA_ka3VvybIOzjvvgKQLB0zRD7sJ23o7lyqOzt3b6MVPL3FWe3hTYKHG9AmpcBe7L4N9cnYSCuRd1lDXKQJdzP5_oP2ROVkAg==&c=GsSXX91-HMoRH7Uyx7VdCAvpQWJdqhHQ1DDxsB9rUbcJp-rMWVDnNw==&ch=MWFqjKkmjB8Fbb8d5MR-MYY46vuH8QDXQtDzIXrLw4s91F6Z3tmyWQ==
https://wcts78hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mv__I5pnrKY1MHFB94p60bvejKwthZis2MhCMpGt2i8OIq0C1JJWPsyIjX6Fc2PfjggYChgkEHoNY4PuRrMhCxHMphneRTLOgbp2XHMUQvo3grE9LibwC8bDlKHowGKz5j1UYMGyGhHkTWMh4qLPzJA_ka3VvybIOzjvvgKQLB0zRD7sJ23o7lyqOzt3b6MVPL3FWe3hTYKHG9AmpcBe7L4N9cnYSCuRd1lDXKQJdzP5_oP2ROVkAg==&c=GsSXX91-HMoRH7Uyx7VdCAvpQWJdqhHQ1DDxsB9rUbcJp-rMWVDnNw==&ch=MWFqjKkmjB8Fbb8d5MR-MYY46vuH8QDXQtDzIXrLw4s91F6Z3tmyWQ==
https://wcts78hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mv__I5pnrKY1MHFB94p60bvejKwthZis2MhCMpGt2i8OIq0C1JJWPsyIjX6Fc2PfjggYChgkEHoNY4PuRrMhCxHMphneRTLOgbp2XHMUQvo3grE9LibwC8bDlKHowGKz5j1UYMGyGhHkTWMh4qLPzJA_ka3VvybIOzjvvgKQLB0zRD7sJ23o7lyqOzt3b6MVPL3FWe3hTYKHG9AmpcBe7L4N9cnYSCuRd1lDXKQJdzP5_oP2ROVkAg==&c=GsSXX91-HMoRH7Uyx7VdCAvpQWJdqhHQ1DDxsB9rUbcJp-rMWVDnNw==&ch=MWFqjKkmjB8Fbb8d5MR-MYY46vuH8QDXQtDzIXrLw4s91F6Z3tmyWQ==
https://wcts78hbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mv__I5pnrKY1MHFB94p60bvejKwthZis2MhCMpGt2i8OIq0C1JJWPsyIjX6Fc2PfjggYChgkEHoNY4PuRrMhCxHMphneRTLOgbp2XHMUQvo3grE9LibwC8bDlKHowGKz5j1UYMGyGhHkTWMh4qLPzJA_ka3VvybIOzjvvgKQLB0zRD7sJ23o7lyqOzt3b6MVPL3FWe3hTYKHG9AmpcBe7L4N9cnYSCuRd1lDXKQJdzP5_oP2ROVkAg==&c=GsSXX91-HMoRH7Uyx7VdCAvpQWJdqhHQ1DDxsB9rUbcJp-rMWVDnNw==&ch=MWFqjKkmjB8Fbb8d5MR-MYY46vuH8QDXQtDzIXrLw4s91F6Z3tmyWQ==


Incident Response Method

Lt. Travis Anderson
Patrol Lieutenant - Orem Police Department



Questions

Contact the School Safety Center at
schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov.

mailto:schoolsafetyprograms@schools.utah.gov
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