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Electronic Device Deposits
Guidance Document on School Fees

Many LEAs have been transitioning to one-to-one electronic devices to accomodate health and safety protocols for 
their students. This document will provide guidance for LEAs regarding refundable deposits and charges for electronic 
devices that a student is allowed to take home.

Utah Code Annotated (UCA): (emphasis added)

53G-7-501(6)(c)(iii)(B) states:
“Fee” does not include: . . .

(iii) a deposit that is:
(A) a pledge securing the return of school property; and
(B) refunded upon the return of the school property; or

(iv) a charge for insurance, unless the insurance is required for a student to particpate in an activity, course, or
program.

This means that a fully refundable deposit is not a school fee and therefore not subject to fee waivers and other 
school fee regulations. As it is not included in the definition of a fee, it is allowable for an LEA to charge all grade levels 
a fully refundable deposit for the issuance of a device for student use.

In addition, a charge for insurance on an electronic device is not considered a fee unless it is required.

Utah Administrative Code (UAC): (emphasis added)

R277-407-2(25) states:
(a) “Textbook” means instructional material necessary for participation in a course or program, regardless of the

format of the material.
(b) “Textbook” includes:

(i) hardcopy book or printed pages of instructional material, including a consumable workbook;
(ii) computer hardware, software, or digital content; and
(iii) the maintenance costs of school equipment.

One-to-one devices are considered textbooks per this rule. As textbooks, the one-to-one devices (ipads, computers, 
etc.) have further regulations to consider. Any policies adopted by the LEA for the deposit on these devices should:

1. Ensure that any deposit funds kept by the LEA are reimbursement for loss or damage only. No funds may be kept 
for normal wear and tear or maintenance cost of the devices. An LEA may not charge a fee for normal wear and 
tear, that charge would be considered a fee, no fee may be charged for "textbooks" per 53G-7-602(3).

2.  The refundable deposit amount required must not prohibit any student from fully participating in any class, 
program, or activities regardless of their social or economic situation.





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		ElectronicDeviceDeposits (ADA 7-2023).pdf









		Report created by: 

		Barbie Faust, School Fees Fiscal Monitor, schoolfees@schools.utah.gov



		Organization: 

		Utah State Board of Education, School Fees







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

