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NCSSLE Website: https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov
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To access previous webinars in the Human

Trafficking Series, go to https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-

trafficking-webinar-series.

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-webinar-series


Logistics

For assistance during the webinar, please contact

Shoshana Rabinovsky at srabinovsky@air.org.

Zoom Control Panel

Technical Issues

This webinar is being recorded and will be archived at the following location: 
Human Trafficking Webinar Series - Protecting Young People from Online Exploitation

The content of this presentation does not necessarily represent the policy or views of the U.S. 
Department of Education, nor does it imply endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education.
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Which of the following best describes your primary reason for 
participating in this webinar?
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Meet our Speakers and Panelists

Dr. Jennifer E. O’Brien
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, Faculty Affiliate, Crimes 

against Children Research Center, University of New Hampshire

Dr. Wendy Walsh
Research Associate, Crimes against Children Research Center

University of New Hampshire

Dave Alley
Special Agent, Homeland Security Investigations,

Acting Supervisor Child Exploitation Group, Detroit, MI

Rachel Thomas
Member, U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking, Lived Experience 

Expert, Los Angeles, CA

Stacey Robinson
Manager, Project-Grant Fund, School Social Work Department, Dekalb 

County School District, Stone Mountain, GA

Bios for the speakers are 
archived at the following 

location:

Human Trafficking Webinar 
Series - Protecting Young 

People from Online 
Exploitation

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/human-trafficking-webinar-series-protecting-young-people-online-exploitation
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Webinar Agenda

Introduction and Logistics

U.S. Department of Education Welcome

The Facts about Online Exploitation and Prevention

Panel Discussion

Wrap Up & Closing

Live Q&A



Welcome from the 
U.S. Department of 
Education

Ruth Ryder, Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

Washington, DC
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Additional Support from U.S. Department of Education 
Related to Human Trafficking

https://www.ed.gov/human-trafficking



Technology and the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

J E N N I F E R  O ’ B R I E N ,  P H . D.
W E N D Y WA L S H ,  P H . D .

C R I M E S  A G A I N S T  C H I L D R E N  R E S E A R C H  C E N T E R

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  H A M P S H I R E
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What is the Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of 

Children (CSEC)?

Survival 
Sex

Commercial 
Sex

Live 
Videos/ 

Chat

Child Sexual Exploitation
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Technology-Facilitated CSEC*

 Related to all phases of CSEC
▪ Grooming

▪ Perpetration

▪ Recovery/Exit

 A “double-edged sword”

 Online CSEC and COVID
▪ “There’s no boundaries and no 

limits...”

 Prosecution and evidence

*O’Brien, J. E., & Li, W. (2020). The role of the internet in the grooming, exploitation, and exit of United States domestic minor sex trafficking victims. Journal of children and media, 14(2), 187-203. 12



CSEC does not happen in a vacuum...*

 History of child maltreatment 
 90% have child welfare-involvement

 Homelessness/Running Away
 75% of known exploited youth

 Substance Use 
 50-70% experience substance use/misuse

 School Issues/Truancy
 Co-Occurring (risk and result of CSEC)

 Delinquency
 85% of known exploited youth

 Health Issues
 Mental and physical health (90-95%)

Franchino-Olsen, H. (2021). Vulnerabilities relevant for commercial sexual exploitation of children/domestic minor sex trafficking: A systematic review of risk factors. Trauma, Violence, 
& Abuse, 22(1), 99-111. 13



Youth and their Experience of Technology-Facilitated CSEC

 Nationally representative sample
 2639 respondents aged 18-28 from the Knowledge Panel

 Online survey

 Respondents answered the questions: 

Have you done any of the following things over the Internet or a cell 
phone (including texting) in exchange for money, drugs, or other 
valuable items:  Sexual talk; Making, sending, or posting sexual 
pictures or videos of yourself; and/or Any other sexual activity.”

“How old were you when (the first time) you did any of these things?” 
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Results: Prevalence

 The prevalence of Internet-facilitated CSEC was 1.7% with a range of 
1.4- 2.0%. This suggests that tens of thousands of youth experience this 
in the context of the total United States youth population.

 30% of youth engaged in CSEC were boys

 Sexual minority youth made up a disproportionately large share (42%) 
of the youth engaged in CSEC.

 Nearly one in five of the exchanges were with current or former 
intimate partners.

 Only 8% of the current sample described having a 3rd party facilitator 
who brokered the activity in any way. 
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Results: Qualitative Responses

 Needed money: 

“I was 17 and needed money for one of my legitimate prescription 
medications because my mother had put me out on the street and 

several adult men online said they would PayPal me money for dirty 
pics.” (17-year-old female) 
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Results: Qualitative Responses

 Casual exchanges: 

“Had an older girlfriend when I was about 15-16 and we used to sext 
and talk sexual over the phone. She’d usually give me weed and money 

and other perks (like rides and stuff) for keeping her satisfied.” (15-
year-old male) 
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Results: Qualitative Responses

 Extreme abuse:

“I had been molested since I was 5 up until the age of 11. Then when I 
was 11, the person started raping me (actual penetrating intercourse). 
As an out and to have some kind of control, I felt that I could choose to 

have phone sex with men I was meeting on phone sex lines and hook up 
apps and chat rooms online...The man would send me money through 

electronic pay cards that he set up for me and mailed them to me under 
a fake name.” (11-year-old female)
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Implications

 Technology applications are facilitating the entry of juveniles into 
commercial sex
 Need to develop better methods of verifying age and policing age restrictions

 More prevention education needs to be directed toward youth 
 Need to understand what message to send…criminally endangering the adult partners 

 The dynamics of the episodes are quite diverse 
 Need to understand limitations of the terminology “sex trafficking”

19



CSEC Programming

 School and Community-Based 
Programming
 Primary vs. Tertiary prevention

 Known School-Based Programming
 General Information on CSEC and dynamics
 Risk Factors
 Help Seeking
 Healthy Relationships

 Known Community-Based Programming
 Housing
 Survivor Mentorship
 Therapeutic Groups
 Intensive Case Management
 Vocational Training
 Medical Evaluations with follow-up Care

 Limited Evaluation
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Key Points from Related Programming*

 Mentorship matters
 Age/Race match is useful

 Positive interpersonal relationships are healing

 Development of positive coping
 Cognitive Behavioral techniques

 Education about safe behaviors and opportunities 
to practice
 Including help-seeking

 Holistic model of treatment
 Physical, psychological and spiritual wellness are linked

*O'Brien, J., Finkelhor, D., & Jones, L. (2022). Improving services for youth survivors of commercial sexual exploitation: Insights from interventions with other high-risk 
youth. Children and Youth Services Review, 132, 106313.
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Online Safety and CSEC

 Staying safe online includes staying safe 
from sexual exploitation!

 Key points
 Disclosure of personal information

 Harassing behaviors

 Meeting/Friending People Online

 Sexual Behaviors Online

 Downloading images from file-sharing programs

 Our research suggests doing 4 or more of 
these behaviors puts youth at differential 
risk of interpersonal victimization, 
including CSEC*

Ybarra, M. L., Mitchell, K. J., Finkelhor, D., & Wolak, J. (2007). Internet prevention messages: Targeting the right online behaviors. Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent 
Medicine, 161(2), 138-145.
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Thank 

You!
Find out more about our ongoing research and 

work:

https://www.unh.edu/ccrc/
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Meet our Panelists

Stacey Robinson
Manager, Project-Grant Fund,

Division of Equity and Student Empowerment 
DeKalb County School District, Stone Mountain, GA

Dave Alley
Special Agent, Homeland Security Investigations

Acting Supervisor, Child Exploitation Group, Detroit, 
MI

Rachel Thomas
Member, U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking

Lived Experience Expert, Los Angeles, CA
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Bios for the panelists are 
archived at the following 

location:

Human Trafficking Webinar 
Series - Protecting Young 

People from Online 
Exploitation | National Center 
on Safe Supportive Learning 

Environments (NCSSLE) 
(ed.gov)

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/human-trafficking-webinar-series-protecting-young-people-online-exploitation


Rachel Thomas, M. Ed   RachelCThomas.com

Director of Sowers Education Group since 2012

13 Years’ experience teaching, training

Ending The Game & The Cool Aunt Series

Reached 150,000 live; millions via media

ETG | SUPPORTER TRAINING

Presidential Appointee to United States Advisory 
Council on Human Trafficking (2020)
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Online Recruitment into Trafficker-Controlled HT
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Parent/Caregiver 
Resources

Our Parent/Caregiver Resource 

page features a curated list of 

helpful tools, tips and videos.  Here 

are the categories we organized 

these resources into to make it 

easier for parents/caregivers to 

navigate what they need to know.

RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING BE LOVING, APPROACHABLE, 
REAL

HELP PREPARE GENERAL SAFETY 
PLANS

LEARN ABOUT THE INTERNET 
THEN TALK TO YOUR TEEN 
ABOUT IT

TO MONITOR OR NOT TO 
MONITOR

TALK AFTER THE SERIES

WHEN YOUR TEEN SAYS "I NEED 
TO TALK"

MAKE ANY NECESSARY REPORTwww.RachelCThomas.com/Parent-Resources
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www.RachelCThomas.com/Parent-Resources
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https://www.thecoolauntseries.com/


https://www.state.gov/united-states-advisory-council-
on-human-trafficking-annual-report-2022/
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Closing 
Comments &
Webinar 
Feedback
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Thank you!
Need Help? Reach out to NCSSLE at NCSSLE@air.org. 

Event Webpage: 
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/human-
trafficking-webinar-series-protecting-young-people-online-
exploitation

Webinar Series: 
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-webinar-
series

ED’s Human Trafficking Webpage:
https://www.ed.gov/human-trafficking
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Feedback Form

https://www.surveymonkey.co
m/r/HTWebinar10

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HTWebinar10


Live Q&A 
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