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This powerpoint contains a high level overview of the accessibility and accommodations
approach to be used with the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 English language proficiency assessment.



High Level Messages

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0.. ..

1. Improves accommodation support for ELLs
who have iEPs or 504 pians

2. Extends a range of accessibility supports to
all ELLs taking the assessment

WIDA has worked to provide two types of support in its new ELP assessment, the ACCESS
for ELLs 2.0. [read slide]

The first targets ELLs with IEPs or 504 Plans; the second, targets all ELLs.



The WIDA Accessibility and
Accommodations Framework

Accommodations Allowed only to ELLs with
IEPs or 504 Plans
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Accessibility

Tools

Allowed to
all ELLs

Universal Design

[Triangle width indicates estimated proportion of ELLs using each type of support] WIDA

WIDA has used the transition to online testing as an opportunity to design new test
forms and procedures that provide a wider range of accessibility supports and
accommodations within test items or its format.

For 2015-16, the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 will use the new WIDA Accessibility and
Accommodations Framework; this framework will be introduced into ACCESS for ELLs
(Kindergarten) and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs in 2016-17.

For ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 for both paper and online test forms, there is much more
accessibility support for both test taking and test administration. As you can see from the
graphic, WIDA's new Accessibility and Accommodations Framework provides more support
for all ELLs, as well as more targeted accommodations for students with IEPs or 504s. These
will help all ELLs -- with and without an IEP -- to better access the test.

To build the new test items, WIDA test item developers first applied Universal Design
principles. They added supporting prompts with appropriate animations and graphics,
embedded scaffolding, tasks broken into “smaller segments,” and task models and guides.

Second, there are two types of supports that are now available to ALL ELLs taking the test:
Test administration procedures and Accessibility Tools. Test administration procedures are
things like using familiar school personnel to administer the assessment, administering the



assessment individually or in a small group, or in a separate room; providing frequent
supervised breaks; or allowing students to take the assessment in short segments.
Accessibility Tools are available for students taking either paper or online test and are
already embedded within the test forms or provided by the test administrator. Examples of
accessibility tools include highlighter, line guide, magnifier, and color overlay. While students
don't need IEPs to receive either test administration procedures or accessibility tools, they
should be familiar with them as part of their routine classroom instruction.

*WIDA also responded to the specific needs of students with identified disabilities or other
formally documented learning needs. A set of recommended accommodations, which you
see at top to the pyramid, have been identified and can be assigned based on a student's
specific needs.



Introduction to the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0
Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines

and the Accessibility and Accommodations
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Let’s now take a look at 2 important WIDA resources for ACCESS for ELLs 2.0: The WIDA

Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines and the Accessibility and

Accommodations Descriptions.

* School teams will need to refer to these documents when making decisions about which
accommodations to assign to ELLs with IEPs or 504 Plans.

* The two documents also provide Test Administrators and Test Coordinators a preview of
the accommodations and accessibility information that has been placed in the test
administration manuals to support planning for test administration.



WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility
and Accommodations Guidelines

http://wida.us/accommodations/guidelines
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* The Accessibility an
Framework

* Accommodation decision-making
strategies

* Additional guidelines on read-aloud,
scribed response, transcription,
assistive technology, braille, and

. American Sign Language

The main document to use is the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and
Accommodations Guidelines, which can be found at the link shown on your screen. This
document is critical and includes information on

* ELL participation in ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 versus the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

* The WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Framework, which provides more
detail about what you just heard, and

» Strategies for deciding on appropriate accommodations based on ELLs' needs

At the end of this document you’ll find supplemental guidelines on read-aloud,
scribed response, transcription,
assistive technology, braille, and American Sign Language.
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WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility
and Accommodations Descriptions

http://wida.us/accommodations/descriptions

Supporting Document wiDA
Contents:

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0® Accessibility and
Accommodations Descriptions

Supports available to all ELLs
1. Test administration procedures
2. Accessibility tools

Supports available to ELLs with . )
IEP or 504 Plans P

. 3. Accommodations

The second supporting document you will need is the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0
Accessibility and Accommodations Descriptions, which can be found at the link shown on
the screen. This document supports the Guidelines document and includes the specific

descriptions of Test administration procedures, accessibility tools and,
accommodations available to ELLs with IEP or 504 Plans.



Key Information

WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility
and Accommodations Guidelines and
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Let’s review some key information from both of these documents.



Common Participation Questions

1. ALL ELLs must participate in WiDA
annual ELP assessments.

0® Accessibility and
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2. Aslong as they do not violate the Accrss
test construct, accommodations
must be provided in accordance
with a student’s IEP.

3. Be sure ELLs with identified
disabilities are taking the correct
ELP test (ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 vs.
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs).

s
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In the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines document,
there are a set of participation guidelines which are designed to ensure students
are taking the correct summative ELP test each year. The following common
guestions are addressed by this section:

1. ALL students identified as ELL must participate in annual ELP assessments.

2. Aslong as they do not violate the test construct, accommodations must be provided in

accordance with a student’s IEP.

3. Be sure students with disabilities are taking the correct ELP test:

* ELLs with mild to moderate cognitive disabilities may not necessarily automatically
qualify for participation in Alternate ACCESS for ELLs; they might be best serve by the
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0.

* Please refer to your state policy for eligibility requirements and guidelines for
deciding which test form is most appropriate for your student.
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and Accommodations Descriptions
Supports available to all ELLs listed first in document

Test Administration Procedures Accessibility Tools (Available to All ELLs)

Accessibility tools’ are available to all ELLs taking ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, and may either be
embedded in the onling test or provided to ELLs by test administrators for online or paper-based
tests. Aceessibility tools do not need to be pre-selected for online testing via the student record
in the WIDA Assessment Management System,

Examples:

* Read, repeat, explain/clarify
test directions by test
administrator

* Test administrator monitors

Online Test Administration Paper-Based Test Administration

1. Audio aids
*  Tools include amplification devices,
noise buffers, or white noise

1. Audio aids
*  Tools include amplification
devices, noise buffers, or white

placement of responses
onscreen or in test booklet
*  Familiar test administrator
* Small group administration
* Separate room
* In aspace with special
acoustics
* Frequent and/or additional
supervised breaks

4,

machines [nrevidad by the cchonl or

student)

. Highlight tool

*  Atool which the student can use to
miark specific text on the screen
with a yellow color

. Line guide

*  Atool which the student can use to
guide his or her eyes while reading
text on the computer screen

Screen magnifier

* Atool which the student can use to
increase the screen size by 1.5x or

nolis machines (nrovided by the

school or student)

. Highlighters, colored pencils, or

crayons

*  Atool which the student can use
to mark specific text in the test
booklet

. Place marker or tracking device

*  Atool which the student can use
to guide the his or her eyes while
reading text

*  Place marker or device must be
blank/empty

9 http://wida.us/accommodations/descriptions
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Here is a screenshot of a page from the Accessibility and Accommodations Descriptions
document. As noted earlier, the tools and procedures are divided into separate sections,
and have a section to outline what is available for both the online and paper form of
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0.

Any combination or range of these tools and procedures are available to any student, as
needed. Test administration procedures can be used at the discretion of the test
coordinator (or principal or designee), provided that all security conditions and staffing
requirements are met. However, all of the tools are available for all ELLs without the
need for any additional documentation.
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Accommodations Tables | Test domains in which allowed ‘

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accommodations Tables
The i Higned '] o 10P or 504 R decommadations se
Evied sccording 1o fou Type revanse, tey "L and Eming/

Tabsle 1. CESS fo ELLs 2.0
Fresentation Accommodation = ASwabie Changes to 1 costest of fonmat in which 1
Including the scripted best dinections, introductory text, test ibem:

% ¥ 3

L is presensed 1o an ELL with  disabiiy,
s the scripted best directions are presented

Two-letter
data code

N

Accommodationis Accommodationis Common use Administration
the same for both different for case for guidelines
online and paper online and paper accommodation:
0 administrations administrations (first bullet) o
WIDA

After the accessibility supports pages, which include both tools and procedures that are
available for all ELLs, the Accessibility & Accommodations Descriptions document includes
information on the accommodations available only to ELLs with documented disabilities on
IEPs or 504 Plans.

The four accommodations tables contain recommendations that have been carefully
crafted to match specific student needs, but also to ensure the accommodations selected
do not alter the English language proficiency test construct -- which is a requirement of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004.

Available accommodations include read aloud support, scribe response support, assistive
technology support, visual support in the form of Large Print or Braille versions of the test,
and extended testing time. Two new accommodations are allowed: Read aloud (and
repeat) Listening test item responses.

Let's take a quick tour of the Accommodations Table layout:
CLICK 1
* The first column shows the two-letter data code assigned to each accommodation.
This data may be submitted either prior to the test in the WIDA pre-ID file or in the
WIDA Assessment Management System or by “bubbling” in the accommodations in
the paper test booklet. This data will help educators determine if accommodations
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are being used and if so, how their use supports students access to the test.

* Column A contains the name of the accommodations.

CLICK 2

Columns B & C - as shown here- shows the applicability for the online and paper test. In
this example, the accommodation, “Interpreter signs test directions in American Sign
Language,” is the same for online and paper administrations and is thus listed for
both boxes.

CLICK 3

The next accommodation, manual control of item audio, is designed and delivered differently

for the online and paper test administrations and thus has a different description in each

box.

CLICK 4

*  Column D indicates the test domains for which the accommodation is recommended.
Note that, for ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, the test domains are listed in alphabetical order:
Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing to coincide with how the accommodations
are listed in the administrative portal, the WIDA Assessment Management System

CLICK 5

* Column E - a new feature being introduced for ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 - provides the
school decision-making team and test administrators with more background
information on the purpose of the feature, in order to help with assignment
decisions and test administration. The first bullet under Purpose and Guidelines
address possible use cases for the accommodation, but note that it says “may be,”
not “must be used by”....In other words, assignment of accommodations should be
individualized to fit each student's unique needs.

CLICK 6

Additional bullets in Column E provide administration guidelines for each
accommodation.

Three accommodations, when used with the online test form, (manual control of item audio,
repeat item audio, and extended speaking response time) must be preselected when
creating a student test ticket in the WIDA Assessment Management System. The three
accommodations are also available with the paper test form, but do not require pre-
selection when used with the paper form.
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Quick Description of Read Aloud

Accommodations

* Manual control of item audio and
repeat item audio provide
support in slowing down delivery
item audio

* Read aloud/repeat Listening test [_.-

item responses are now allowed

as an accommodations. ,
* Read aloud/repeat test items

by human reader offer
intensive human reader
available with paper test

LY
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Read aloud is one of the most common accommodations provided to students. It’s
important to think about which type of read aloud the student will need: There’s no
need to immediately select the human reader.

As mentioned in the Descriptions document, there are three types of read aloud
accommodations that are available. First though, to understand these
accommodations, it is important to understand the default version of the test that
all ELLs with receive: Both the paper and online versions of the Listening and
Speaking ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 tests (and the Writing version of the online test) are
delivered to all ELLs using human-recorded voice audio. A recorded human voice is
not used in the Reading test since that domain is a test of the student’s reading
proficiency in English.

*The read aloud options shown in the first two bullets are available with both the
paper and online versions of the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0. In the first bullet on the slide,
the first read aloud accommodation option slows down the delivery of the item
audio. The second read aloud option involves a policy change for WIDA: Read aloud
of Listening test item response options is now allowed with the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0
assessment.

*The third type of accommodation support that is available to ELLs with IEPs is

11



intensive human reader support. If a student needs support with the Writing and
Speaking tests in addition to the Listening test, then that student should be taking
the *paper* version of ACCESS for ELLs 2.0. In this type of situation, a human reader
could be used to support a student who may have an IEP for language processing, a
student who has limited hearing who needs to watch the speaker’s face closely while
listening, or a student who has difficulties that have been documented in his or her
IEP around focusing his or her attention.
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Guidance for IEP/Multi-Disciplinary
Teams in Selecting Accommodations
* Make a team decision

* Use guiding decision-
makino niactinne
IIIMI\Illb \1“\--"\!\-’! | -

* Be careful not to confuse ' il !
content area testing with )

ELP testing The “I” in IEP stands
for “Individualized.”

* Base accommodation
decision on individual

=  student needs .
WiDAl

The ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines also contain
information to support school IEP/Multidisciplinary teams when assigning
accommodations.

1 It is important that IEP teams for ELLs with disabilities are 2 multidisciplinary and
collaborative in nature and include persons with expertise in second language acquisition
and other professionals, such as speech-language pathologists, who understand how to
differentiate between limited English proficiency and a disability.

3 WIDA recommends that the team.... Make a team decision and use the guiding decision-
making questions found in the Guidelines document.

4 Be careful not to confuse content area testing with English language proficiency testing.
5 Finally, be sure to base accommodation decisions on individual student needs.

6 The “I” in IEP stands for “Individualized.” Blanket or formulaic decisions should not be
applied.
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Individual Student

Accommodations Checklist

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0° Student ELP Accommadation Selections
(Place an " in the smpty bou Below |

| B

Be sure to
document the |EP

team’s decision.

]
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The IEP Team may wish to record which accommodations have been selected for each
student in a checklist like the one shown here. Refer to your state’s policy for information
on how and when accommodations data will be uploaded to WIDA.

Finally, once the team decision has been made, be sure to document it.
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Reminder
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While WIDA is a national consortium, it provides a framework that states can customize to
fit their unique local context and history. Throughout the process, be sure to check your
state Web site for any specific state policies around ELP Assessment!



Goals for Improved Accessibility
with ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

1. Provide a greater range of
accessibility support to all ELLs

2. Improve the design and
delivery of accommodations
for ELLs with IEPs and 504

plans

3. Improve coordination of
support provided by ELL,
special education, and general
education coordinators
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To summarize, with the 2015-2016 transition to an online test
form, WIDA developed/updated its accommodations design and
delivery. This new design was framed with three goals:

To:

*1. Provide a greater range of accessibility support to all ELLs

*2. Improve the design and delivery of accommodations for ELLs
with IEPs and 504 plans

*3. Improve coordination of support provided by ELL, special
education, and general education coordinators

15



Questions or Comments?

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 webpage:

http://www.wida.us/ACCESS 2.0

WIDA Client Services Center:
866-276-7735 or help@wida.us
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For more information, contact WIDA Client Services at 866-276-7735 or
help@wida.us.
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