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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 
 
Purpose of the Program 
School Improvement Grants (SIG), authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
(Title I or ESEA), are grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) that SEAs use to make competitive subgrants to local educational 
agencies (LEAs) that demonstrate the greatest need for the funds and the strongest commitment to use the funds to provide adequate 
resources in order to raise substantially the achievement of students in their lowest-performing schools.  The Department published final 
requirements for the SIG program in the Federal Register on October 28, 2010 (http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-10-
28/pdf/2010-27313.pdf).  In 2015, the Department revised the final requirements to implement language in the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2014, and the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, that allows LEAs to implement 
additional interventions, provides flexibility for rural LEAs, and extends the grant period from three to five years.  The revisions to the 
requirements also reflect lessons learned from four years of SIG implementation.  Finally, since the final requirements for the SIG 
program were published in 2010, 44 SEAs received approval to implement ESEA flexibility, pursuant to which they no longer identify 
Title I schools for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.  To reflect this change, the revised requirements make an LEA with 
priority schools, which are generally a State’s lowest-achieving Title I schools, and focus schools, which are generally the schools within 
a State with the largest achievement gaps, eligible to receive SIG funds. 
 
Availability of Funds 
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014, provided $506 million for School Improvement Grants in fiscal year (FY) 2014. 
 
 
State and LEA Allocations 
Each State (including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico), the Bureau of Indian Education, and the outlying areas are eligible to 
apply to receive a SIG grant.  The Department will allocate FY 2014 SIG funds in proportion to the funds received in FY 2014 by the 
States, the Bureau of Indian Education, and the outlying areas under Parts A, C, and D of Title I of the ESEA. An SEA must allocate at 
least 95 percent of its SIG funds directly to LEAs in accordance with the final requirements.  The SEA may retain an amount not to 
exceed five percent of its allocation for State administration, evaluation, and technical assistance. 
  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-10-28/pdf/2010-27313.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-10-28/pdf/2010-27313.pdf
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SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
Electronic Submission:   
The Department strongly prefers to receive an SEA’s FY 2014 SIG application electronically. The application 
should be sent as a Microsoft Word document, not as a PDF. 
 
Each SEA should submit its FY 2014 application to its individual State mailbox address at: 
OSS.[State]@ed.gov  
 
In addition, the SEA must submit a paper copy of the cover page signed by the SEA’s authorized representative 
to the address listed below under “Paper Submission.” 

Paper Submission:   
If an SEA is not able to submit its application electronically, it may submit the original and two copies of its 
SIG application to the following address: 
 

 Jim Butler, Group Leader 
Office of State Support, OESE 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Room 3W246 
Washington, DC 20202-6132  

Due to potential delays in government processing of mail sent through the U.S. Postal Service, SEAs are 
encouraged to use alternate carriers for paper submissions. 

Application Deadline 
Applications are due no later than April 15, 2015. 

For Further Information 
If you have any questions, please contact your OSS State contact or Jim Butler at (202) 260-9737 or by e-
mail at james.butler@ed.gov.  Additional technical assistance, including webinars for State staff, will be 
provided after the SIG final requirements are published in the Federal Register 

mailto:OESE.OSS.%5BStatename%5D@ed.gov
mailto:james.butler@ed.gov
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PART I:  SEA REQUIREMENTS 
 
The directions below indicate information an SEA must provide in its application for a competitive School 
Improvement Grant under section 1003(g).  Where relevant, these directions distinguish between the information 
that must be provided by SEAs that have approved requests for ESEA flexibility and those that do not. For any 
section that is not applicable to a particular SEA, the SEA should write “Not Applicable.” 
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PART II: LEA APPLICATION 
 

An SEA must develop an LEA application form that it will use to make subgrants of School Improvement Grant 
funds to eligible LEAs. SEAs should attach their LEA application. 
 
 

LEA APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
The LEA application form that the SEA uses must contain, at a minimum, the information set forth below.  An 
SEA may include other information that it deems necessary in order to award school improvement funds to its 
LEAs. 
 
Please see Utah’s FY 2014 LEA School Improvement Grant 1003(g) application. 
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