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Draft Methodology for ESSA ELP Indicator

Points are awarded to schools for this indicator in proportion to the percentage of students who make
adequate progress toward English language proficiency or who reach English proficiency as measured by
WIDA ACCESS assessment. Adequate growth targets are set for each student annually dependent on
three variables: grade level at the time of initial enrollment, initial proficiency level, and number of years
enrolled in school. Growth targets are set according to the tables below, divided into three grade spans
based on grade level at the time of initial enrollment: grades 1-3, 4-7, and 9-12. Each table accounts for
initial ELP level and time enrolled in Utah schools and time in program.

If at any point the student scores as proficient (a 5.0 or greater on the WIDA ACCESS assessment) they
are included in the calculation as having made adequate progress. If a student’s score is equal to or
greater than their growth target, they are considered to have made adequate progress.

Table 1: Initial Grade 1-3 EL Adequate Growth Targets

Time in EL Program

1 2 3 4 5 6
1.0-1.9 +1.4 +1.0 +0.7 +0.6 +0.3 +0.1
2.0-2.9 +1.2 +0.7 +0.6 +0.3 +0.2 +0.1
3.0-3.9 +0.8 +0.6 +0.5 +0.3 +0.1 +0.1
4.0-4.9 +0.6 +0.5 +0.3 +0.2 +0.1 +0.1

Table 2: Initial Grade 4-7 EL Adequate Growth Targets

Time in EL Program

1 2 3 4 5 6
1.0-1.9 +1.0 +1.2 +0.8 +0.6 +0.4 +0.2
2.0-2.9 +1.0 +0.8 +0.6 +0.4 +0.3 +0.1
3.0-3.9 +0.8 +0.6 +0.3 +0.2 +0.1 +0.1
4.0-4.9 +0.6 +0.3 +0.2 +0.1 +0.1 +0.1

Table 3: Initial Grade 8-12 EL Adequate Growth Targets
Time in EL Program

1 2 3 4 5 6
1.0-1.9 +0.7 +1.0 +0.6 +0.4 +0.3 +0.2
2.0-2.9 +0.6 +0.8 +0.6 +0.5 +0.3 +0.1
3.0-3.9 +0.6 +0.7 +0.5 +0.3 +0.1 +0.1
4.0-4.9 +0.4 +0.5 +0.1 +0.1 +0.1 +0.1
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The percentage of points for a school is determined by the number of current EL students who meet or
exceed their annual adequate growth target OR reach proficiency in the current year, divided by the
total number of EL students in the school (EL students in their first year are subtracted from the
denominator and are excluded from the calculation for English Learner Progress because they do not
have a prior year score; the ACCESS score in their first year is needed to establish a baseline). This
percentage is multiplied by the 13 points possible for this indicator to determine the number of points
allocated to a school.

. Number of ELs making adequate progress + ELs reaching proficiency
Points = ( ) x 13

Total number of current EL students — first year ELs
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