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Canyons, Alpine, Washington District Educators Named Utah Principals of the Year 
 

SALT LAKE CITY – The principals of Draper’s Corner Canyon High School and Highland’s 

Mountain Ridge Junior High School, along with the assistant principal of Santa Clara’s Lava 

Ridge Intermediate School, were named 2016 Utah Secondary Principals of the Year by the 

Utah Association of Secondary School Principals in a ceremony in Salt Lake City. 

The Utah Association of Secondary School Principals will later determine whether 

Corner Canyon High Principal Mary Bailey or Mountain Ridge Junior High Principal Mark 

Whitaker will represent Utah in the national Secondary Principal of the Year competition. Lava 

Ridge Intermediate School Assistant Principal Greg Bozarth will represent Utah in the Assistant 

Principal of the Year competition. 

Bailey began her career as a teacher in the Jordan School District and has also worked in 

the Cassia County School District in Idaho before returning to Utah where she worked in the 

Jordan School District office and as principal of Copper Hills High School before becoming 

principal at Corner Canyon. While at Corner Canyon Baily initiated: 
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• A Principal’s Roundtable to give students a voice in school matters. 

• A Freshman Academy to help students transition from middle school. 

• A partnership with Microsoft that brings in Microsoft engineers to teach 

computer science courses. 

“She is the heart of Corner Canyon High School,” said Corner Canyon staff member Terri 

Francis. “And the motivator, the mentor, and the supporter of everyone in our school. She is 

revered by the entire community.” 

Whitaker has been principal at Mountain Ridge Junior High since 2010, the same school 

where he began his teaching career. While there he implemented the Zeros Aren’t Permitted 

(ZAP) program that allows students and teachers to address academic issues when more 

support is needed outside of regular class time. “Mark is the champion for equality and seeks 

the best solutions to every problem,” said Mountain Ridge science teacher Matthew Wooley. 

“He has the ability to diffuse difficult situations and turn them into positives, an ability for 

which students, teachers, and parents respect him.” 

Bozarth began his teaching career at Dixie Middle School, but has been assistant 

principal at Lava Ridge Intermediate School since 2003. While at Lava Ridge, Bozarth developed 

a response-to-intervention website to help teams of teacher intervene with students. “Greg 

Bozarth is a leader that is armed with a passion for education, a collaborative spirit, research-

based knowledge, and a can do/will do attitude,” said Lava Ridge Principal Kalyn Gubler. 
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