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Welcome Back!

My deepest hope is that you all are as excited as | am
about the start of a new school year. A new school year
brings the promise of new goals, celebrations, growth, and
relationships. In this issue you will find some celebrations
from the summer, strategies to welcome your families
back-to-school routine, and more. Please note, that
sharing of resources does not equate to an endorsement
by the USBE.

Indicator 8, Parent Involvement Highlights
The Indicator 8, Parent Involvement survey

reflects the percentage of parents with children in special
education who feel their schools are supporting their
involvement.

In celebration of the Indicator 8 survey, 68 of 79 LEAs met
or exceeded their response rate goal! Congratulations to
Salt Lake Arts Academy, Piute School District,
American Prepatory Academy, Canyon Rim Academy,
Mountain View Montessori, Wasatch District, Lakeview
Academy, and Highmark Charter School for receiving a
40% or higher response rate!

Utah Parent Center's Family Festival

The Strategy 1D team focuses on the USBE goal related to
early learning by supporting the engagement of families
with young children in early learning experiences.

This includes supporting inclusion of students with
disabilities! The Family Festival is hosted yearly. You can find
the Strategy 1D team distributing resources, facilitating activities,
and offering free items to support at-home learning.

For more information on early family engagement contact
susie.estrada@schools.utah.gov

Upcoming Events

September 5
Board Meeting

September 13
Back to Basics:
Introduction to Family
Engagement Virtua
Training
1:30 - 5:30 pm

September 14
Welcoming Week Virtual
Event: Strengths-Based
Family Engagement
4:00 - 6:00 pm

September 20
Ohio Family Engagement
Leadership Summit

September 27
Book Study Ch.
1-2
Dealing with
Difficult Parents
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Register here

ADA Compliant: 08/02/24


https://www.amazon.com/Dealing-Difficult-Parents-Todd-Whitaker/dp/113893867X
https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIofu-qqDwtGNA2llvFUYTdWPYMGWP6coz_
https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYode-uqjMoGdEHCoM-Sl5z6lt_OUdJJcts
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/summit/
https://schools-utah-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrce6tqzIrE9Jq93xgQD2PnQY24C-msUs8
https://www.youtube.com/c/USBEMedia
https://utahparentcenter.org/family-festival/
https://www.schools.utah.gov/board/utah/strategicplan
mailto:susie.estrada@schools.utah.gov

The Utah State Board of Education is looking
forward to hosting a second Family and
Community Engagement Summit!

SAVE THE

DATE

April 11, 2025
Family and Community
Engagement Summit.

Welcoming Families Back to
School

Families are preparing for back to school and have
many things on their mind. The first item, is
preparing to purchase all of the school supplies
their student(s) will need for the upcoming year.
According to a June 2024 Back-to-School survey
administered by JLL, parents plan to spend 21.8%
more on back-to-school shopping this year. More
parents are planning to buy fewer products or
purchase secondhand.

The survey also found that inflation will be
impacting lower-income families the most. For
these low-income families, they will be planning
on cutting their back-to-school budget by 18.3%.
One strategy to ease the burden and build
relationships with families prior to the official start
of the school year is by hosting an event where
families are able to receive classroom essentials
from their school or school district. With schools
also managing a tight budget, community
partnerships are often a great way to meet the
needs of families while reaching a common goal
and staying within budget for the school and the
community partner.

GRANT ALERT:

PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS

The U.S. Department of
Education will be awarding
a total of $4 million for new
grants this year. This
program is authorized
under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of
1965 (ESEA).

This grant intends to
support the academic and
developmental outcomes
of children and youth living
in the most distressed
communities of the United
States including ensuring
school readiness, high
school graduation, and
accesstoa
community-based
continuum of high-quality
services.

For more information, click
here.

Intent to apply is optional.
Application deadline:
09/10/2024

This announcement is
informational only. This
grant is not awarded,
managed or endorsed by
the Utah State Board of
Education.



https://www.us.jll.com/en/trends-and-insights/research/back-to-school
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/school-choice-improvement-programs/promise-neighborhoods-pn/

Welcoming Families Back to School
Continued

One example of a community partner supporting a local
school district is Discover. Discover partners with Granite
School District to provide a community event where students
are able to receive a free haircut, meal, and access to school
supplies including back-to-school clothes! Discover allocated
funds per student so that they could purchase clothes from
the Kohl's with help from a Discover mentor. In 2023,
Discover sponsored 425 students from Granite School
District and in total collaborated with 18 community partners
who helped to provide 225 Discover volunteers to support the
event.

Families are also coming
to schools with a lot of
questions especially as
new rules or policies may
be implemented to
comply with the 2024
legislative session.

Consider the following strategies to welcome families and students back to
school.

1. Start building the relationship early: Make sure that your families feel seen
and heard. Home visits are a great way to provide families with more personal
interactions that help deepen our understanding of who they are and help
them learn that school professionals are trusted individuals who care and are
ready to offer support.

. Involve Your Stakeholders: During the break, your LEA might have reviewed
data and set goals. This should happen on an ongoing basis, but the start of
the year is an opportune time to share information and ask for input. Make
sure that data used to inform your schools goals and strategies with families
in a way that is easily digestible. An inforgraphic using language that is at a
3rd-grade reading level is one effective strategy. Another option would be
presenting the information and having the recording posted on your school
website. For high-quality engagement, provide families and students with the
opportunity to provide input on your goals for the year. This can be done
through school surveys, exit tickets at events, a bulletin board where families
can leave notes as they come and go, or even a drop box.

Continued on the next page




3. Event Calendar: An event calendar helps families know when they will need
to block their calendar or request time off from work. Remember, the most
effective parent workshops are those that have been identified as need through
community input and align with the school goals, which should have also been
developed with community input. All events should be meaningful to families.
Even celebrations with Santa should include take-home activities, materials or
strategies that support at home learning.

4. Set Clear & Concise Expectations: Concise and explicit expectations help
families know what to expect and plan for especially when it relates to
expectations on how they will support student academic outcomes. A review of
your LEA policies may be necessary. Make sure that policies are updated so that
they are understood by all families (3rd-grade reading level) and share with
families at a back-to-school event in a written format. Post these materials on
your website in a logical, easy to locate tab. If possible, an audio or visual
recording will help families with different learning needs.

Knowledge Works also has a Back-to-School Culture for K-12 Leaders you can find
here.

The Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center will be hosting a 3-part
seminar, Foundations of Family Engagement.

You will first complete a self-paced
online module to build your
background knowledge related to
family engagement. You will then
join an instructor-led online
workshop session to apply your
knowledge to your school or
program.

Full participation is required to
progress through the seminar and
receive a certificate of completion.

Cost: FREE!
Registration is via application. Learn
more here.

Learning Block Dates:

Learning Block 1: Family Engagement—The
Why & the How

Module 1: July 30, 2024-August 5, 2024
Workshop 1: August 6, 2024 from 1:00
PM-3:30 PM EST

Learning Block 2: Trust, Power Dynamics,
and Family Engagement

Module 2: August 6, 2024-August 12,
2024

Workshop 2: August 13, 2024 from 1:00
PM-3:30 PM EST

Learning Block 3: Redesigning Family
Engagement

Module 3: August 13, 2024-August 19,
2024

Workshop 3: August 20, 2024 from 1:00
PM-3:30 PM EST



https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_24fvhCLhTg4Nsou
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/back-to-school-toolkit/

2024 - 2025 School of Excellence Program Enroliment

Enrollment in the National PTA's 2024-2025 School of Excellence program is open
May 1-Oct. 15, 2024 at PTA.org/Excellence. School of Excellence is a program for
local PTAs and their school communities to identify and implement an action plan
for school improvement based on National PTA’s National Standards for
Family-School Partnerships. There could not be a more important time for
families and schools to work together and develop strong partnerships to support
students’ success academically, socially and emotionally and promote learning
environments where students feel safe, supported and ready to learn.

We encourage you to help us spread the word to local PTAs in your state about
the opportunity to enroll in the program. Below are sample messages and
graphics you can use. Thank you for your support of the School of Excellence
program!

Start the Year Strong: Characteristics of Strong School-Community Partnerships
Building Intentional
School-Community Disticts, schools, and  fheir partners
Partnerships J approach their work with a commitment to
While budgetary confinements can  Focus on Sfudents  pulfing studentsnecds fis
often feel like the final game boss |y il eheds and e parnes oores
(or ultimate barrier) to providing - expectations for the functioning of their
students the supports they most Alignment of  partnership. Typically, these partnerships will
need to be best prepared for Vision and Goals  aim fo support a distict's or school's work on
A h previously outlined strategic priorifies.
higher education, future = s .
| dindependent Districts. schools, and fheir pariners identify
employment, an pend e their respective strengths and weaknesses,
living, community parnerships are v based on pasl experience and exisling
leveragingof  cvidence., to provide a confinuum of
the golden feather to help LEAs
offer these supports or programs Sirengths services and supports fo students, staff, and
. families while minimizing duplicative efforts.

. . Districts, schools, and their partners compose
Effective partnerships are common memos of understanding and
established intentionally. They are jz’:‘;fv‘;?k’ﬁi;“oev";;’;‘f:q"‘::EID’”F'J‘;”?"‘;Z‘::'
established with a shared vision Leadership and  yynether by designafing individual personnel
and goal in mind. They have a Oversight or forming a committee to guide the
shared-benefit component and go panershio: »
beyond superficial collaboration. '_- Districts, schools, and their partners build and

5 orat maintain two-way communication channels

To partner with an organization and emphasize mutual frust, fransparency.

Open 2

means that they have a seat atthe  communication N9 @ commitment to high-quaiity programs
table, work collaboratively to as key aspects of their collaboration.

diSC\JSS SChODI and Student g0a|5’ E Districts, fchools, and their partners commit

d sh to multiyear partnerships  to  support

and share resources. Sustained continuity of programming and guide:

Duration sustained progress foward parinership goals.

Strong school-community partners  source: Nafional Commission on Social, Emofional, and Academic

5" A Development, Aspen Insfitufe?
keep in mind that all decisions are
done with the best interest of
students and families first.

Learn more about establishing community partnerships here.



https://www.pta.org/home/programs/National-PTA-School-of-Excellence
https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/family-school-partnerships
https://www.schools.utah.gov/ulead/uleadfiles/reports/topicoverview/Establishing%20Effective%20School%20Community%20Partnerships.pdf

Information to Share with Families

For families who are new or experienced with navigating receiving special
education services for their student in the K-12 public education setting, the Utah
Parent Center (UPC) is an excellent resource to share! The UPC is Utah's Parent
Training and Information Center, funded by the U.S. Department of Education's
Office of Special Education Programs. Families can contact the UPC for:

« One-on-One Consultations: Work with a UPC Consultant and their child's school
to advocate for appropriate services, understand your rights and
responsibilities, find resources through information and referral, make
connections with other families and resources in their community, and receive
support.

Wé)ﬁ(shops and Presentations
Events

Families can learn more about the UPC here.

Alliance for a Healthier Generation Resources

Family engagement is about establishing a partnership. As LEAs plan how they
will implement high-quality family engagement strategies and welcome families
back to school, families should also be preparing to engage with their school(s)
and ensuring their students are school ready! Alliance for a Healthier Generation
has 6 Ways to Build a Network of Support for Your Child at School.

Additionally, the Alliance for a Healthier Generation offers the Kohl's Healthy at
Home text messaging service for free (carrier charges may apply). This services
Frovides action-oriented tips to help families learn and develop skills for a healthy
ife. Families can learn more and sign up here.

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) Want to Know!

As the USBE explores different ways to provide the opportunity for families to
share what their experiences in the K-12 public education setting has been, the
privacy of all families and students remains at the top of the agencies priorities.
The USBE would like to know how families would feel about receiving a survey link
via their cell phone as a text message.

We are asking for input from the community to gauge interest or disinterest in
receiving text messages for surveys they might currently be receiving in paper
form via mail or electronic form via email. Please share the link and/or QR code.
The survey will close on November 1, 2024.

Link: https://bit.ly/USBEtext



https://utahparentcenter.org/
https://www.healthiergeneration.org/articles/6-ways-to-build-a-network-of-support-for-your-child-at-school?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FamilyNewsletter_Apr2024&utm_id=6947422
https://www.healthiergeneration.org/campaigns/kohls-healthy-at-home/sms?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FamilyNewsletter_Apr2024&utm_id=6947422
https://www.healthiergeneration.org/articles/6-ways-to-build-a-network-of-support-for-your-child-at-school?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FamilyNewsletter_Apr2024&utm_id=6947422
https://bit.ly/USBEtext
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