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WHAT?
Small Group Learning is an instructional ap-
proach where students are grouped into small-
er groups within the class to facilitate collab-
orative learning. Students work together and 
receive customized supports from the teacher 
to achieve a shared learning goal, but unlike 
cooperative learning, they may not necessarily 
have specific roles or tasks assigned to them.

WHY?
The effect size of small group learning is 0.46 
which is a little over one year of growth for one 
year of learning. Small group learning encour-
ages active participation and engagement as 
students work together. Teachers are able to 
provide more personalized attention to each 
student in smaller groups. Teachers can pro-
vide customized supports to students with vari-
ous needs, and students have increased oppor-
tunities to develop social and emotional skills.   

HOW? 
Teachers can implement small group learning 
in their classrooms through forming groups 
based on a variety of factors, including inter-
ests and skill levels. As teachers clearly define 
learning goals for each group and communi-
cate those goals to students, they can support 
students in achieving the intended learning 

0.46EFFECT SIZE:

SMALL GROUP 
LEARNING

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE

Step 2: Planning Instruction
Step 3: Instruction

High-Quality Instruction 
Cycle Connection: 

	� Standard 1, Element 1
	� Standard 2, Element 3

Utah Effective Teaching 
Standards Alignment: 

Customized Supports

Personalized, Competency 
Based Learning Framework 
Essential Component: 

ADA compliant 4.19.2024

https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/educatordevelopment/classroomteachers/UtahHQICycleLEAs.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/educatordevelopment/classroomteachers/UtahHQICycleLEAs.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/educatordevelopment/classroomteachers/UtahEffectiveTeachingStandards.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/educatordevelopment/classroomteachers/UtahEffectiveTeachingStandards.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/pcbl
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/pcbl
https://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/pcbl


2 of 3

outcomes. Teachers should monitor the progress of each group and provide cus-
tomized supports to individual groups as needed..

PREPARATION:
	� Define the learning intentions/success criteria that students will be working 
towards in their small groups.

	� Determine which students will be grouped together based on student data.
	� Plan engaging, interactive and scaffolded activities to support student learning 
based on the needs of the students and the learning intentions/success criteria. 

IMPLEMENTATION:
Teacher Actions

	� Introduce the learning intentions/success criteria by providing clear instructions 
and guidelines.

	� Communicate the assigned groups to students.
	� Monitor the groups and provide customized supports, feedback and guidance.
	� Encourage students to collaborate and communicate effectively with each other.

Student Look-Fors
	� Work together toward the common learning intentions/success criteria.
	� Engage in learning, communicate and collaborate with their small group 
members.

	� Communicate, listen, problem solve and critically think.
	� Focus on the task at hand, avoid distractions and demonstrate self-regulation 
skills.

Reflection
	� Did the small group learning activities align with and support the specific learning 
intentions/success criteria?

	� Did the students achieve the learning intentions/success criteria as a result of 
the small group learning activities?

	� Did the students receive the appropriate customized supports?
	� Were the groups well-composed?
	� Were the guidelines and expectations clear?
	� What went well and what could be improved in future cooperative learning 
opportunities? 

Go Deeper—Resources to learn more
Turn Small Reading Groups into Big Wins: https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/

(Continued)

https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/turn-small-reading-groups-into-big-wins
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turn-small-reading-groups-into-big-wins 
Building a Culture of Classroom Collaboration: https://www.nea.org/

advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/building-culture-classroom-collaboration 
Using Small Groups to Engage Students and Deepen Learning: https://www.hks.

harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Academic%20Dean%27s%20Office/Guide%20to%20
Small-Group%20Learning.pdf

Utah State Board of Education | 250 East 500 South | P.O. Box 144200 | Salt Lake City, UT 
84114-4200 | Sydnee Dickson, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Public Instruction

HOME CONNECTIONS
	� Communicate the importance of small group learning and why it is an effective 
strategy.

	� Provide feedback to parents about their child’s participation and progress in 
small group learning activities.

	� Encourage parents to help their child feel more confident in working on teams 
by discussing the small group learning activities.

For further information, please contact:
Jennifer Throndsen, Director
Teaching and Learning
Jennifer.Throndsen@schools.utah.gov
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Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Small Group Learning.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Utah State Board of Education



		Organization: 

		Utah State Board of Education







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



