
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Career and Technical Education (CTE) provides all students access to high-quality, rigorous 
career-focused programs that result in attainment of credentials with labor market value.

CTE is available in every secondary school in Utah. CTE delivers real options 
for today’s students leading to college and rewarding careers. 
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How many CTE sTudEnTs arE in uTaH?
• In Utah there are 188,097 secondary and 80,195 

postsecondary students enrolled in CTE courses.

• Nationwide, approximately 12.5 million 
secondary and postsecondary students are 
enrolled in Career and Technical Education 
programs.
How many CTE programs arE in uTaH?
In Utah, CTE programs are offered in all public 
high schools, middle/junior high schools, 
and some charter schools. There are eight 
postsecondary institutions in Utah that offer 
technical programs, including community 
colleges, technical colleges, technical education 
centers, and other public and private two-year 
and four-year colleges.
How doEs CTE prEparE sTudEnTs for CollEgE 
and CarEEr?

•  Students participate in a CTE Career Pathway.
•  Students complete appropriate academic and 

skill development courses.
•  Students participate in concurrent enrollment 

courses that meet degree requirements.
•  Students complete related state or industry skill 

assessments.
•  Students earn industry-recognized credentials of 

value.

is THErE any proof THaT CTE works?
Yes.

• Students who take CTE courses are more likely to 
enroll in 2-year colleges compared to those who 
do not take CTE courses.1

• Students who take CTE courses in high school are 
more likely to be employed after high school than 
those who did not.2

How Can i lEarn morE abouT CTE?
Talk to your school counselor, contact the Utah 
State Board of Education, or access our website: 
UtahCTE.org.

1 AIR What We Know About the Impact of Carer and Technical 
Education: A Systematic Review of the Research, 2024.

2 Ibid.

Utah CTE classes are open to all qualified students without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thalea Longhurst, State Director of Career and Technical Education 

thalea.longhurst@schools.utah.gov | 801-538-7889
UtahCTE.org
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