
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Career and Technical Education (CTE) provides all students access to high-quality, rigorous 
career-focused programs that result in attainment of credentials with labor market value.

CTE is available in every secondary school in Utah. CTE delivers real options 
for today’s students leading to college and rewarding careers. 

wH aT i s  T H E p u r p o s E o f CTE?
CTE provides all students access to high-
quality, rigorous career-focused programs that 
result in attainment of credentials with labor 
market value. The structured training each 
student receives gives him or her the tools 
needed to be successful in a career after high 
school and/or further his or her postsecondary 
education, whether technical school, two-year 
college, or four-year college. Each student is 
encouraged to explore various CTE Career 
Pathways and to develop the essential skills to 
feel competent in entering today’s competitive 
job market.

wHaT arE CTE CarEEr paTHways?
A Career Pathway is a sequence of courses 
within a student’s area of interest that connects 
to career interests and serves as an educational 
road map, leading to a credential. Utah has 
developed 35 CTE Career Pathways, that align 
with the national Career Clusters®.

wHaT subjECT arEas arE CovErEd by CTE?
From agriculture to engineering to health 
science to manufacturing. CTE offers 35 CTE 
Career Pathways within 13 CTE Career Clusters.

i s  C T E  o n ly  f o r  s T u d E n T s  w H o  a r E  n o T 
C o l l E g E - b o u n d ?
No. Career and Technical Education is 
essential for all students, providing them 
with a foundation of academic knowledge 
and essential technical skills. CTE courses 
and programs introduce students to career 
options and assist them in making informed 
educational choices.

How is CTE fundEd?
CTE funding is based on the regular Weighted 
Pupil Unit (WPU), including incentives to 
provide Career and Technical Education 
in schools throughout the state. CTE 
funding is also supplemented with a federal 
appropriation through the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act.

wHErE is CTE offErEd?
CTE courses and programs are delivered
through 170 public middle/jr. high schools, 
154 public high schools and charter schools, 
and seven CTE centers. Most Utah colleges and
universities offer postsecondary CTE programs.

How is CTE offErEd?
Students in grades K-12 are exposed to various 
aspects of Career and Technical Education.

Kindergarten—Sixth Grade
Students have the opportunity to see how 
classroom instruction connects to the world of 
work and future career opportunities. Through 
the Core Curriculum, students see connections 
to the real world; through guest speakers and
field studies, students gain understanding of 
the world of work and how learning today 
connects with careers of the future.

Middle School/Junior High CTE
Through the College and Career Awareness 
program, typically taught in the seventh grade, 
every student is involved in activity-centered 
lessons that utilize technology, develop skills, 
and explore careers. College and Career
Awareness offers exploration and preparation 
in college and career pathways focusing on 
jobs that are high-skill and in-demand, as well 
as satisfying and financially rewarding. The
course is design to help students identify their
interests, abilities, and skills.

High School CTE
Students begin to acquire specific job training
skills as they continue to take courses that
meet their interests and abilities. A rich offering 
of courses lead students to employment, 
further education, or training offered in all 
high schools. Students have opportunities to
take concurrent enrollment courses, which 
provide them with college credit while in 
high school. The CTE Skill Certificate program
provides certification of specific occupational
skills that students can take to employers or to 
postsecondary institutions.

wHaT oTHEr supporT and opporTuniTiEs arE

availablE To sTudEnTs?
Comprehensive School Counseling Program
Assists students through specific self-appraisal 
and self-improvement activities, in the
development of a Plan for College and Career
Readiness, to effectively meet educational 
goals.

Work-Based Learning Program
Gives students opportunities to see how 
classroom instruction connects to the world of 
work and future careers. 

How many CTE sTudEnTs arE in uTaH?
• In Utah there are 177,959 secondary and 78,989 

postsecondary students enrolled in CTE courses.

• Nationwide 12 million secondary and 
postsecondary students participate in Career and 
Technical Education.

How many CTE programs arE in uTaH?
In Utah, CTE programs are offered in all public 
high schools, middle/junior high schools,
and some charter schools. There are eight 
postsecondary institutions in Utah that offer 
technical programs, including community 
colleges, technical colleges, technical education 
centers, and other public and private two-year 
and four-year colleges.

How doEs CTE prEparE sTudEnTs for CollEgE 

and CarEEr?
• Students participate in a CTE Career Pathway.
• Students complete appropriate academic and 

  skill development courses.
• Students participate in concurrent enrollment

  courses that meet degree requirements.
•  Students complete related state or industry skill

  assessments.
•  Students earn industry-recognized credentials of

  value.

is THErE any proof THaT CTE works?
Yes.

• Students attending CTE high schools 
demonstrate higher rates of on-time graduation 
and credit accumulation and a greater likelihood 
of successfully finishing a college prep math 
sequence.1

• Nationwide, more than 85 percent of CTE 
students are planning to continue on to 
postsecondary education.2

How Can i lEarn morE abouT CTE?
Talk to your school counselor, contact the Utah 
State Board of Education, or access our website: 
UtahCTE.org.

1Neild et al., The Academic Impacts of Career and Technical Schools: 
A Case Study of a Large Urban School District, 2013. 

2myCollegeOptions.org/ACTE Cooperative Research Program 
2015.

Utah CTE classes are open to all qualified students without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thalea Longhurst, State Director of Career and Technical Education 

thalea.longhurst@schools.utah.gov | 801-538-7889
UtahCTE.org

February 2023





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		GeneralFrequentlyAskedQuestions.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



