
FACT SHEET Career and Technical Education
Career and Technical Education (CTE) provides all students access to high-quality, rigorous career-focused 
programs that result in attainment of credentials with labor market value.

 CTE prepares students with technical skills to advance in the
highly competitive workforce of the 21st century.

Did you know?
Career and Technical Education (CTE) provides all students access to high-quality, 
rigorous career-focused programs that result in attainment of credentials with labor 
market value.

Career and Technical Education encompasses a variety of programs structured 
to equip students for college and career readiness. In Utah, 188,097 secondary 
students participate in CTE courses that help them explore career options and 
develop occupational skills. The curriculum of CTE gives students the practical 
experience they need to succeed through a combination of classroom instruction, 
hands-on laboratory work, and on-the-job training.

CTE courses and programs are delivered through 177 public middle/jr. high 
schools, 157 public high schools and charter schools, and seven CTE centers. Most 
Utah colleges and universities offer postsecondary CTE programs.

Career and Technical Education jump-starts students’ careers by preparing 
them for postsecondary education and training for high-skill, high-wage, and 
in-demand occupations while they are still in high school. By following a CTE 
Career Pathway students become college and career ready. Career Pathways give 
students many kinds of opportunities to acquire job skills and to get a head start 
in selected college programs. In Utah, all graduating students have taken a CTE 
course in high school. Approximately 41.2 percent of Utah high school graduates 
from the class of 2023 enrolled in a Utah System of Higher Education (USHE) 
institution within one year of graduating from high school. (Utah System of Higher 
Education, High School Feedback Report High School Graduating Class of 2023.)

Preparing students for a meaningful career is an important goal of Career 
and Technical Education because of the widening skills gap in the nation’s 
workforce.

 Career and Technical Education prepares students for tomorrow’s workplace. Career and 
Technical Education educators work closely with the Department of Workforce Services and 
Utah employers to make sure students have the skills the labor market demands.

Ca r e e r Clu s t e r s®
Utah CTE Career Pathways align with and are 
categorized by the national Career Clusters, 
which include: 
Advanced Manufacturing & Engineering
Agriculture
Arts, Entertainment & Design
Business Management & Entrepreneurship
Construction
Digital Technology
Education
Energy & Natural Resources
Financial Services
Healthcare & Human Services
Hospitality, Events & Tourism
Marketing
Public Service & Safety
Supply Chain & Transportation

uta h Cte su p p o r t i n g pr o g r a m s

College and Career Awareness: Assists students 
in identifying their interests, abilities, and skills. 
The program offers exploration and preparation in 
college and career pathways focusing on jobs that 
are high-skill and in-demand, as well as satisfying 
and rewarding.

Skill Certificate Program: Provides statewide 
competency-based student assessments. Student 
skill attainment is measured by core standards 
and competencies needed to be successful in the 
workforce.

Work-Based Learning: Gives students the 
opportunity to learn a variety of skills by 
expanding the walls of classroom learning to 
include the community. By narrowing the gap 
between theory and practice, Work-Based Learning 
creates meaning for students.

Our vision is to prepare students for success by 
providing them with relevant and rigorous learning 
experiences that align with the needs of Utah’s 
workforce and connect them to postsecondary 
opportunities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thalea Longhurst, State Director of Career and Technical Education 

thalea.longhurst@schools.utah.gov | 801-538-7889
UtahCTE.org



Career and Technical Education Produces Results
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C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  r e a d y

• Today’s best CTE programs do a better job 
of preparing many students for college 
and career than traditional academics-only 
programs.4

•  Nationwide, more than 85 percent of CTE 
students are planning to continue on to 
postsecondary education.5

• Six out of ten students are planning to pursue 
a career related to the CTE area they are 
exploring in high school.5

• Almost one-third of CTE students have the 
opportunity to earn college credit and/or an 
industry certification through CTE.5

• 80 percent of students taking a college prep 
academic curriculum with rigorous CTE meet 
college and career readiness goals, compared 
to only 63 percent of students taking the 
same academic core who did not experience 
rigorous CTE.6

 j o b  p l a C e m e n t

• The more CTE courses students take, the 
less likely they are to suffer periods of 
unemployment.

• High school students who graduate 
with a Career and Technical Education 
concentration are 2.5 times more likely to 
be employed while pursuing postsecondary 
education.

• CTE students obtain skills to help them get 
jobs in the future.5

• Eighteen of the 20 fastest growing occupations 
within the next decade will require Career 
and Technical Education.7

• There are many high-tech jobs in Utah that 
students can perform as a result of taking CTE 
courses while in high school.

• Career and Technical Education enables 
students to acquire the skills necessary for 
entry into postsecondary training and careers 
with high potential for rapid financial growth, 
increased levels of responsibility, and a high 
degree of personal satisfaction.
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Utah CTE classes are open to all qualified students 
without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age.

Utah State Board of Education | Career and Technical Education
Molly Hart, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Thalea Longhurst, State Director of Career and Technical Education
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