Teaching Collaboration

Collaboration is defined as the ability to work with others by contributing and accepting ideas,
perspectives, and experiences to accomplish a common goal.

The attachment is a flyer for you to put up in your classroom to help students define
collaboration and how they could see it in their classroom or industry. Please print this out and
put it up in your classroom to help students recognize the durable skills they are learning in your
classroom!

Why Collaboration Matters in CTE

Our CTE students will enter industries where teamwork and cooperation are essential for
success. Fostering collaboration ensures they can:

Build strong working relationships with peers and future colleagues.

Contribute their unique skills and perspectives to a shared project.

Navigate group challenges and reach a consensus through compromise.

Take shared ownership of team successes and failures, leading to better outcomes.

Practical Ideas for Teaching Collaboration Here are a few practical ways
you can incorporate the teaching of collaboration into your CTE classroom:

e Group Projects with Defined Roles: Assign a project that requires students to work in
small groups. Make sure each student has a specific, defined role (e.g., project
manager, lead designer, researcher) to ensure everyone contributes and is accountable.

e Case Studies: Present students with a real-world problem or scenario related to your
career cluster or pathway. Have them work together to analyze the problem and propose
a collaborative solution. This requires them to listen to each other's perspectives and
negotiate ideas.

e Peer-to-Peer Teaching: Pair students up and have them teach a concept or a skill to
each other. This builds communication skills and shared ownership of the learning
process. In an Information Technology course, a group could teach the class about a
new software program or network protocol.

e "Team-Based" Challenges: Present a problem that can only be solved by working
together. In a Health Science class, give a team of students a patient scenario and have
them collaborate to diagnose the issue and create a treatment plan.

e Reflection: After a collaborative activity, have students reflect on the experience. Ask
questions like:

o What went well in your group?

o What challenges did you face?

o How did you resolve disagreements?

o What would you do differently next time?



e Community-Based Learning: Partner with a local business or organization to give
students a real-world problem to solve as a group. For example, a Business
Management class could work together to create a marketing plan for a local business.
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