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ESSA Title I : Improving the Academic 
Achievement of the Disadvantaged
The purpose of Title I is “to provide all children significant opportunity to receive 
a fair, equitable, and high-quality education, and to close educational 
achievement gaps.”

(ESSA Sec. 1001 [U.S.C. 6301] p. 8)

Title I is a federally-funded program under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) reauthorized by Congress as the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) in December 2015.

Title I includes:

Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by LEAs

Title I, 1003(a): School Improvement

Title I, Part C: Education of Migratory Children

Title I, Part D: Programs for Students who are Neglected and Delinquent
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1. Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
(CSI) Identification
a. Lowest 5% of Title 1 schools averaged over 3 

years, or
b. Any HS with a 67% graduation rate, or lower for 

three school years, on average.

2. Targeted Support and Improvement 
(TSI) Identification

a. For two consecutive years, any of a school’s 
student group(s) that falls below the 
percentage of points (cut score) associated 
with the lowest performing 5 percent of 
schools in the state’s accountability system.

3. The terms, Priority and Focus Schools, are 
not used in ESSA
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Continuous Improvement Cycle 
1. Set the Direction 

2. Needs Assessment and Root Cause Analysis

3. Create the Plan 

4. Implement the Plan 

5. Monitor the Plan 

6. Adjust Course 
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https://schools.utah.gov/eseastateinitiatives/schoolimprovement
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Title I School Improvement Process
(Turnaround/CSI and TSI):

1. Notify parents of school’s improvement status
2. Establish a school leadership team
3. Comprehensive needs assessment
4. Root cause analysis
5. Revise/develop a School Improvement Plan (SIP) based on results 

of needs assessment/root cause analysis
◦ Include evidence-based practices

6. Conduct a Peer Review of the proposed SIP
7. Present SIP to local board
8. Submit CSI/Turnaround plans to USBE

9. Implement the SIP
10. Monitor and report school progress on a quarterly basis
11. Work with USBE School Improvement Team

#8-11 NA for TSI Schools
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https://results4america.org/tools/works-legislation-9-ways-make-federal-legislation-evidence-based/



Funding for School 
Improvement 1003(a)

• States may reserve up to 7% of the Title 1 federal 
allocation, 95% of that amount must be used to 
support schools identified as being in the lowest 
performing 5% of Title I schools, based on the Utah 
accountability system.
• In FY 2019 the "hold-harmless provision" was reinstated for 

LEAs. Thus, it is no longer possible to set-aside 7%.

• This money funds Comprehensive Support and 
Improvement (CSI) interventions
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Contact Us

Max Lang 

max.lang@schools.utah.gov

801-538-7725

Leslie Evans 

Leslie.evans@schools.utah.gov

801-538-7851
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