Coalition of Minorities Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
September 25, 2014
A regular meeting of the Coalition of Minorities Advisory Committee was held September 25, 2014 at the Utah
State Office of Education, 250 East 500 South, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Chair Freddie Cooper conducted.
CMAC Members Present:
Chair Freddie Cooper
Past Chair Ike Spencer
Chair-elect Roderic Land
Member Hiram Alba
Member Analis Carattini Ruiz
Member Jeanie Groves
Member Hema Katoa
CMAC Members Excused:
Member Clayton Long

Member Charlene Lui
Member Ze Min Xiao
Member Edie Park
Member Nephi Prime
Member Aida Santos Mattingly
Member Jean Tokuda Irwin

Refugee Services Rep. Tino S. Nyawelo

State Board Members Present:
Kim Burningham
Staff Present:
Interim Deputy Superintendent Sydnee Dickson
Richard Gomez, Ed. Equity Coordinator
Jo Ellen Shaeffer, Director Assessment &
Accountability
Jose Enriquez, Director Title III
Chuck Foster, Title VI Specialist

Rita Brock, At-Risk Ed. Specialist
Angela Battaglia, NAEP ED. Specialist
Thalea Longhurst, Interim Director CTAE
Roxana Orellana, Social Media Specialist
Amanda Charlesworth, Ed. Equity Program Specialist

Others Present: None.
Opening Business:
Chair Cooper called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m., and welcomed the committee members and invited guest
speakers. Chair Cooper turned the time over to Mr. Enriquez, who offered the Cultural Reverence. Mr. Enriquez
shared the Latinos In Action (LIA) Facebook website. Mr. Enriquez commented that accessing these types of sites,
where you can see the students thrive, helps get a person through the “bad days.” The group then briefly discussed
the recruitment process and highlights of the LIA classes in the Utah schools. Mr. Enriquez clarified that any
student is eligible to join the LIA, as long as he/she meets the minimum GPA criteria that is required to join any
school extracurricular club.
September 25, 2014 Agenda
Item #1: Approval of August 28, 2014 Meeting Minutes—Chair Cooper
 1st—Member Lui
 2nd—Member Irwin
 Motion with changes:
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Member Lui asked that Amanda Charlesworth and Richard Gomez go back to color coding and/or
bolding the CMAC Action Items, so that members are aware of assignments and actions that need to
be taken before subsequent meetings.
 Member Lui added that this process was lost when the formatting of the CMAC minutes was
changed. Please add that back into the CMAC minutes.
o Member Lui also asked that the Members’ names be made consistent, with first and last, or just last
names.
o Member Lui asked that the USOE Ed. Equity office send out minutes earlier next month. CMAC
Members need more time to review and prepare for meetings.
Recommendation with changes was agreed to unanimously.
o



Item #2: Report National Indian Education Study (NIES) Questionnaire—Angela Battaglia, Educational
Specialist NAEP, USOE
Ms. Battaglia started by explaining to the CMAC members that NAEP testing has been in place since 1969. However,
this year they are noticing a trend, with SAGE being new. Parents and students are getting confused about the tests.
Because of the confusion and issues related to the student background questionnaire, the USOE has asked NAEP
not to have Utah students complete the student background questionnaire until the questions are better prepared.
Ms. Battaglia further explained that the data coming back was not an accurate picture. In an attempt to collect
better data, NAEP has come up with its own student background questions to help identify the socioeconomic
status of students. Ms. Battaglia distributed copies of the NIES questionnaire to the CMAC members, and explained
that the NIES questionnaire will be optional for Utah students. Ms. Battaglia added that Ms. Peggy Car of NAEP has
asked that these questionnaires are reviewed and feedback submitted on how to improve them.
The CMAC members then reviewed the document. Member Groves asked why Utah is not participating in the
testing—why do the students not want to participate? Ms. Battaglia explained the general feeling is that the
political climate has affected these testing issues. Member Groves then asked about the data that is collected. Does
it require reporting? Ms. Battaglia explained that parents do not even want to answer the questionnaire. The
parents are opting out of testing because of a belief about testing “putting their kids in the system.” Member Ruiz
then asked what was the purpose is of collecting the data from these questions. Member Ruiz noted the family
engagement and other areas that appear in the questions. Member Ruiz asked how the data has been used. Ms.
Battaglia explained that these questions have been asked since the beginning of the testing. They are trying to
figure out if culture is playing a part in education.
Member Lui explained to the other CMAC members that the NAEP testing is not offered to all students or to all
schools. NAEP testing is a random sample. Member Lui wonders how many students of color are taking it. Ms.
Battaglia commented that during certain years there is a focus on American Indian students, and this year there
were several schools that have highly diverse populations selected for NAEP testing.
Member Lui suggested that Ms. Battaglia present this information at the Title VII meeting tomorrow, Friday,
September 26. Member Groves supported Member Lui’s suggestion that Ms. Battaglia present at the Title VII
meeting, so that she can explain this issue to the LEA directors. Ms. Battaglia was willing to present if Dr. Foster
would be able to make time on the agenda.
Ms. Battaglia reiterated that the USOE is looking for feedback on the NIES questionnaire. She asked that the
members please submit the information and feedback to Ms. Battaglia ASAP. Member Lui then inquired about why
CMAC hasn’t gotten information about the NIES questionnaire before. Ms. Battaglia commented that this is only the
second time she’s been through the NIES process. She will report to CMAC more often to keep members informed.
Ms. Battaglia continued with the PowerPoint and discussed the college admission rates. Member Groves believes
this information should be presented at the guidance counselor conference. Ms. Battaglia added that this feedback
is very valuable, because she didn’t know of these other committees. CMACs recommendations are and will be
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extremely valuable. Ms. Battaglia reiterated that she wants CMAC to review and provide feedback for changes, help
provide dialogue between other committees and CMAC about NAEP. Ms. Battaglia will share the PowerPoint
with Amanda Charlesworth so that it can be e-mailed to all CMAC members after the meeting.
Member Irwin expressed her concern about the way the questions are asked and how it could affect certain
cultures and families. Member Ruiz asked whether she can access the NAEP website and review the data. Ms.
Battaglia explained that CMAC members can access the data from the national NAEP website, and can call on her
for any help that is needed.
Member Alba added that CMAC input for this year will be too late to affect next year’s testing. The real question is,
do we want to help improve the questionnaire to get better data? Member Lui suggested waiting until after the
Title VII directors’ meeting to get their feedback in addition to CMAC’s feedback. It was determined that Dr. Foster
would be able make time on the Title VII agenda for Ms. Battaglia to present to the Title VII coordinators.
Member Alba made a motion to give time for the Title VII Directors to receive feedback on the NIES
questionnaire submitted to CMAC. The second part to the motion is to have an e-mail vote on whether or
not CMAC submits feedback to Ms. Battaglia as a committee.
Motion 2nd—Member Lui
Motion passed unanimously.
Past Chair Spencer added that his concern was that CMAC was expected to represent a Title VII issue. Mr. Enriquez
explained that the Title VII Directors can brief CMAC on their feedback and CMAC can support their feedback.
Member Lui added that a statement of CMAC support could be submitted after the feedback is received. This
feedback needs to be sent to Chair Cooper ASAP.
Chair-elect Land made an amendment to the motion—CMAC will support the decision from the Title VII
Coordinators.
Motion 2nd Member Alba
Motion passed unanimously.
Chair Cooper reiterated that CMAC will support the recommendations from the Title VII Coordinators.
Item #3: Introduction of Interim USOE Directors—Ms. Sydnee Dickson, Interim Deputy Superintendent
Ms. Dickson introduced Interim CTAE Director Ms. Thalea Longhust and explained that the other two Interim
Directors, Diana Suddreth and Interim Director Ann White, had to be excused from today’s meeting. Ms. Dickson
gave a brief explanation of what roles these individuals play and the staffs they work with. Ms. Dickson
complimented these employees for jumping in to help the USOE, and explained that these three positions will be
opened once a new Superintendent is appointed. If Diana Suddreth and Ann White are still in place in October,
she will bring them to be introduced at the October 23 CMAC meeting.
Member Lui asked whether CTAE has been reorganized. Ms. Dickson explained that the section staff has not been
reorganized. Some of the staff have left the USOE, which has created a shift in workloads to other employees, but a
major reorganization is not in the works.
The CMAC members had a brief discussion about the superintendent search and the news reports surrounding the
issue. Board Member Burningham shared that the final meeting will be open to the public and anyone can attend,
and offer input to the Board Members. Ms. Dickson asked to be excused from the remainder of the CMAC meeting
and thanked the CMAC members for the time. Ms. Dickson added that she wants to discuss the Chronic
Absenteeism conference at the October 23 CMAC meeting.
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Item #4: Introduction: New USOE Assessment & Accountability Director—Jo Ellen Shaeffer, Director
Assessment, USOE
Ms. Shaeffer thanked the CMAC members for the opportunity to present today. Ms. Shaeffer shared a brief
overview of her education experience. She has been in education for 31 years, has been an elementary teacher for
20 years, and has taught both Title I and non-Title I schools. In 2001 she moved to Salt Lake City and was with the
Salt Lake City School District from 2003; she recently moved to USOE. She received her doctorate from the
University of Utah in Educational Leadership and Policy. She is happy to be at the USOE, but feels like she’s
“drinking from a fire hose” while learning how SAGE works, etc. Ms. Shaeffer is here to discuss SAGE and the
related items coming up for feedback from the CMAC members.
Ms. Shaeffer reviewed the CMAC volunteers on the Assessment committees. Member Ruiz informed Ms. Shaeffer
that she has not been receiving the Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) e-mails. Ms. Shaeffer explained that she will
follow up on that issue.
Ms. Shaeffer then discussed the last stakeholder meeting. The stakeholder meetings are held on an ad-hoc basis. If
there are specific CMAC person(s) who want to participate in the stakeholder meetings, they should let Ms.
Shaeffer know. Ms. Shaeffer wants to make sure there is appropriate representation on that committee. Member
Alba volunteered to be the CMAC representative on the stakeholder committee.
Ms. Shaeffer then talked about the Bias and Sensitivity Review panels. These panels will be doing double duty
getting questions ready for the SAGE Assessment, and there will be additional panels to cover those materials. Ms.
Shaeffer read the list of CMAC volunteers. They all agreed to continue. Member Irwin asked that Ms. Shaeffer
announce the panel meeting dates with enough notice for CMAC members to make arrangements to attend. The
sooner the better. Member Groves asked about the location for the reviews. Ms. Shaeffer explained that they will
hold the upcoming panels in Salt Lake City.
Member Lui asked Ms. Shaeffer to come back to the PAC committee, and asked Ms. Shaeffer specifically send all
CMAC members the PAC meeting agendas to help address issues on those agendas. Ms. Shaeffer will send all PAC
meeting agendas to Member Ruiz ASAP, so that Member Ruiz can forward the agendas out to CMAC members and
solicit feedback for PAC meetings. Ms. Shaeffer agreed and then suggested a reporting cycle to keep CMAC
informed. Member Ruiz added that no final decisions have been made by the PAC members that will impact the
students CMAC represents.
Ms. Shaeffer continued by explaining that CMAC can ask for educational data, but she needs two weeks’
notice to have sufficient time to pull the data. Ms. Shaeffer passed out a SAGE Communication release. This
indicates that schools have access to an online reporting system with live data. This makes the reporting tricky.
The previous approach gave time for reports to be created and shared with the LEAs. The SAGE online approach
limits the USOEs ability to announce the data. The intent is to make sure that the audiences have as much
information available as needed. There will be new documents, and two new websites; the first website is already
available. This new SAGE website has new documents and information for PR exposure and for information for
parents and community groups. The other website will be for Assessment directors. This will have templates,
PowerPoints, etc. for the LEAs and schools to use. It will happen for educators around October 10-13. This will give
the educators a chance to learn how to help parents with the system. The public release will be approximately
October 20. That date is fluid, based on all items being verified and ready for publication. She asked CMAC
members share feedback and give advice how to learn together and roll out the information to all. Mr. Richard
Gomez asked about intentions to translate these items for parents. Ms. Shaeffer said that parents actually cannot
access the data; the data is there for educators. Ms. Shaeffer explained that this year the students will have a
printed report that is accompanied by a guide. Her hope is that the guide will be translated into several different
languages. The idea is that the teachers will help the parents understand the report. The objective is to have this
done at SEP conferences and parent nights. Member Lui explained that CMAC had worked with Judy Park five years
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ago, and it was decided at that time that the USOE would pay for the translation for at least the top five languages.
Ms. Shaeffer will work with Mr. Enriquez’s department on the information. Ms. Shaeffer feels confident that the
Spanish translation will be ready by the roll out, but perhaps not all languages will.
Board Member Burningham asked if Ms. Shaeffer had any information about how this will be implemented in the
school rating program. Ms. Shaeffer explained that there has been a discussion about a hold on these scores. Ms.
Shaeffer explained that at this time they are still waiting to hear. The decision has not been made. Ms. Shaeffer
explained that her staff will be planning to produce a report by November 15, which will be a combination of NAEP
and UCAS results. The second USOE report will be related to school grading. Member Ruiz asked if the rollout will
be the same as last year. Ms. Shaeffer explained that decision is still pending now. The feedback received is that the
LEAs would like to see the same calculation of grades. However, if the same calculation is used, then most schools
would receive a D or F. The Federal government is going to be giving some flexibility, from the Dept. of Ed., related
to these tests. Mr. Enriquez added that other states are in the same situation. Chair Cooper thanked Ms. Shaeffer for
her time, and invited her to present and following CMAC meeting as the data is available.
Item #5: Op-ed “Back in Honduras, I see the place I was born but no longer recognize”—Roxana Orellana,
Social Media Specialist, USOE
Ms. Orellana started by reading the article to the CMAC Members. She then talked about the unaccompanied
children who are coming from the Latin American countries to the U.S. Ms. Orellana explained that she goes back to
Honduras every year, and she easily notices the reasons that these kids leave. Ms. Orellana added that as of now
Utah has 103 of these unaccompanied children, which have been placed with sponsor families in the state. The
majority are minors who are 18 and under. These children stay with the sponsor families while they wait to
present their case before a judge. While these children wait for their day in court, they could possibly be enrolled in
Utah schools. Ms. Orellana then explained in detail what is happening in these countries that makes these kids
leave. Ms. Orellana added that the numbers of unaccompanied children are incredible, and the majority are coming
from Honduras. When she was there this past summer the people have come to expect robberies, murders, etc.,
there is very little security. She feels that this tone of society makes a lot of these children feel that coming to the
States will help them escape the conflicts they face. Member Lui thanked Ms. Orellana for sharing this article and
sharing the story. Member Lui works with the refugee students in Granite School District (GSD). Member Lui
continues to go to the monthly meetings, and it is her understanding that these children go through the Office of
Refugee Settlement until they are placed. However, at this time the Office of Refugee Settlement has not released
information about where these children are located in Utah. Ms. Orellana explained that she doesn’t expect that
information to be available. Member Lui asked what the LEAs could do to be prepared to help these students, and
added that without data it is a challenge to support this group. Member Min further explained that the process for
unaccompanied minors is handled specifically through Catholic Family Services. It is Member Min’s understanding
that unaccompanied minors from South America are going through a different resettlement process than the
standard refugee process. She also noted that Congress has approved a line item to fund this specific group.
Member Lui explained that these students can qualify for the McKinney-Vento act. This allows the students to
attend school regardless of immunizations, etc. Member Lui added that this information needs to be talked about in
the Administration ranks, so that everyone is aware of the rights and funding associated. Mr. Gomez explained the
reason Ms. Orellana was asked to present this article today relates the recent Health and Human Services Dear
Colleague letter. That letter clarifies that this group is a different category than regular refugees and indicates that
the students must be enrolled and should be given access to all school activities. Mr. Gomez added that the Dear
Colleague letter lists the supports that are to be made available to this group. Chair Cooper thanked Ms. Orellana
for her report.
Item #6: CMAC Structure Working Committee Report—Charlene Lui, Committee Chair & Edie Park, Committee
Co-Chair
Chair Cooper explained that she is looking for feedback and a report of priority items. Member Lui reported that
the CMAC Structure Committee has not made any changes to their recommendations from the previous month’s
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minutes. Chair Cooper then indicated that the Bylaws Committee was waiting on the report from this committee.
Member Lui explained that it was the feeling of the CMAC Structure Committee members that no Bylaw changes
are needed. The CMAC Bylaws already allow for the additional representation. Member Lui continued by
explaining the question has become what message CMAC is going share. Are we going to poll the communities to
find out what items needs to be discussed? Member Lui also indicated that a letter to the Board from CMAC was emailed out to the Executive Committee members for feedback on any suggested changes. Member Lui then
indicated that minutes may need to be taken at future Executive Committee meetings.
Member Lui also discussed the invitation to Ms. Claudia Nakano, Director of the Utah Multicultural Affairs Office, to
participate in CMAC meetings. Mr. Gomez shared that Ms. Dickson has already reached out to the Multicultural
Commission, who indicated they have yet to decide if Brenda Hales will be replaced on the Multicultural
Commission. Member Min is currently a CMAC member, and a Multicultural Commission Member. Member Min
explained that Ms. Nakano wants her serve to in the liaison position, until a decision is made about Brenda Hales
replacement. Chair Cooper asked if Ms. Nakano is still waiting for a formal invitation from the CMAC Members.
Member Min indicated that yes, Ms. Nakano is waiting for a formal invitation.
Member Irwin reminded the group that it was CMAC that brought up the issue that the Multicultural Commission
did not have an Educational Subcommittee originally. She feels that a letter inviting Ms. Nakano or another
appropriate representative to attend regularly at CMAC meetings would be appropriate. Member Min reiterated
that Ms. Nakano is just waiting on a formal invitation. Chair Cooper will work with Amanda Charlesworth to
format the letter onto Board letterhead, and then it will be submitted to Ms. Nakano.
Member Lui asked Chair Cooper what exactly Chair Cooper wants the CMAC Structure Committee to report on.
Chair Cooper indicated the report would be clarifying who will attend, when, where, and who will present, what
message will be sent, etc. Member Irwin encouraged parent community meetings be held during already planned
community events and have CMAC represented at those events. Member Lui added that all CMAC members will
have to make commitments to make the connections in communities available. There needs to be a collective
agreement on the message shared. Member Lui added that the CMAC Structure Committee will meet and flesh
this information out. If other CMAC members who know of community events coming up, they need to share the
information so that CMAC members can plan to attend. Member Lui then shared that Granite is hosting a Latino
Family Night, and asked for the CMAC brochure be translated into Spanish. Mr. Gomez explained that the CMAC
brochure is available on the CMAC website and CMAC members can translate the document as needed. Member
Irwin offered to print a Spanish version in color. Chair-elect Land added that as CMAC moves forward, he wants
to be clear as how CMAC will handle the issues that come through these meetings? How do we interface with that
issue?
Due to time, Chair Cooper had to interrupt the conversation to introduce Ms. Sarah Young, USOE Science Ed.
Specialist, to talk about the Science Standards updates. Ms. Young passed out a handout to review and discuss the
representation needed. She then discussed how these changes will help students tie sciences together, and will also
help improve performance through actionable engagement using modeling, arguments, ability to present the
application, and a focus on hands-on science. The intent is to clearly link the curriculum with the hands-on science.
Due to changes in the math and science curricula, these changes will happen sooner to avoid overlap. Ms. Young
explained that the parent review committee meeting is coming up on October 15. Ms. Young was at the meeting
to ask for CMAC representation at a meeting with grades 6, 7, and 8 on October 31 at the USOE from 9:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. to act upon the recommendations from various sources. Ms. Young further explained this
would be to create a DRAFT for the Board of Education and to open for public input before follow up meetings and
a finalized DRAFT to the Board of Education. Ideally she would like three volunteers, but even just one would be
beneficial.
CMAC Volunteers:
Member Park
Member Alba
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Member Katoa
Ms. Young added that when the call for USTAR went out she was impressed with the dedication the volunteers
showed, and she appreciates CMAC having representation in that effort. She looks forward to coming back with
improved science standards for all.
Item #7: Chair Report—Freddie Cooper
Chair Cooper reviewed the list of concerns from the structure committee
Member Lui’s suggestion is to have the CMAC structure committee meet prior to the October CMAC meeting
to brainstorm out the community meetings and more importantly what is the message CMAC wants to take
to those meetings. Chair Cooper would like to attend those meetings if available.
Add Ike to the Structure Committee list on the back of the agendas.
Motion to Adjourn:
1st— Member Lui
2nd— Member Santos-Mattingly
Adjourned at 2:03 p.m.
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