The purpose of eminence authorization is to allow individuals with exceptional training or
expertise to teach or work in the public schools on a limited basis. Teachers with an eminence
authorization may teach no more than 37 percent of the regular instructional load except under
expanded eminence as provided in Board rule R277-520-6C.
USOE staff has reviewed requests from Davis School District, Wasatch School District, and
Paradigm High School for expanded eminence authorization for the 2014-2015 school year
under State Board rule R277-520-6 for Stephen Batchelor, Maria Heredia, and Maren
Christensen respectively. Staff recommends authorization as all other licensure routes are
unreasonable or untenable.
Stephen Batchelor
•

•

•
•
•

Mr. Batchelor is listed as teaching French – first year, French – second year, French –
high school third year, French – high school fourth year, and Secondary Reading –
Special Education (9-12) for a total of 1.0 FTE.
Mr. Batchelor has a current Level 2 Utah Educator License with a Special Education (K12+) license area and is considered qualified for the Secondary Reading – Special
Education portion of his assignment; constituting 43% of his total FTE.
USOE staff has verified the degree information listed in the request.
Mr. Batchelor is ineligible for other licensing routes as both he and the district do not
believe that he would be able to pass the French Praxis II test.
Though not listed in the letter, Davis School District has indicated in communication
with USOE that this is a temporary measure to allow transition time for students as the
French program at the school is discontinued at the end of this school year.

Copies of supporting documentation, including letters of support from other school
personnel and Mr. Batchelor’s transcripts are available to Board members upon request.
Maria Heredia
•
•

•
•

Ms. Heredia is assigned as the Spanish speaking teacher in the Grade 2 Spanish Dual
Immersion class at Heber Valley School for a total of 1.0 FTE.
USOE staff has verified Ms. Heredia’s education and licensure in Mexico, including 15
years of experience teaching 5th and 6th grade as well as 7 years of experience teaching
secondary social studies, Spanish, and ecology.
Ms. Heredia has passed the Praxis II Spanish assessment, but has not passed the Praxis II
Elementary Content Knowledge test.
Ms. Heredia is ineligible for any other licensing routes as she does not hold a bachelor’s
degree, or its equivalent.

•

Ms. Heredia was approved by the Board for an expanded eminence letter of
authorization for the 2013-14 school year.

Copies of documentation including assessment results, transcripts, credit evaluations,
employment verification, and educator licensure in Mexico are available to Board Members
upon request.
Maren Christensen
•
•
•
•

•

Ms. Christensen is assigned to teach Geography for Life, U.S. History I, U.S. History II,
World Civilizations, Current Issues, and Service Learning for a total of 1.0 FTE.
Ms. Christensen holds a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Statemanship from George
Wythe College, a non-regionally accredited institution.
USOE staff have verified that Ms. Christensen has passed the Praxis II World & U.S.
History: Content Knowledge test.
As noted in the letter, USOE staff initially inaccurately approved Ms. Christensen for an
LEA-specific license November 19, 2013 before researching the accreditation of the
college awarding the degree. The approval was rescinded on November 22, 2013.
Procedures are now in place to prevent this type of error.
Ms. Christensen is ineligible for any other licensing routes as she does not hold a
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution.

Copies of documentation including assessment results and transcripts are available to Board
Members upon request.

