MEMORANDUM
TO:

Members, Utah State Board of Education

FROM:

Marlies Burns, Executive Director

DATE:

June 9-10, 2016

ACTION:

Approve Ivy Preparatory Academy’s new charter school
application for 2017-2018 school year

Background:
The State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged in UCA 53A-1a-501.6 with
authorizing and promoting the establishment of charter schools. The SCSB
heard presentations from the Ivy Preparatory Academy governing board,
which is seeking to open a charter school in the 2017-2018 school year. The
SCSB required some modifications to the initial application, which were made,
and now recommends approval to the Utah State Board of Education. The full
charter application can be found at
http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2016Board-Meetings/May-2016.aspx
Board Strategic Plan:
This item supports the imperative(s) and strategies in the Board’s Strategic
Plan by providing a transparent public educational system using evidencebased data that informs the public on the effectiveness of public education and
by empowering stakeholders with information to decide how, what, and where
students are taught.
Anticipated Action:
The Law and Licensing Committee will consider approving Ivy Preparatory
Academy governing board’s application to open a charter school in the 20172018 school year as outlined in the application. If approved by the Committee,
the Board will consider approving the application.
Contact:
Jennifer Lambert, Educational Specialist, SCSB, 801-538-7676
Marlies Burns, Executive Director, State Charter School Board, 801-538-7817

Utah State Board of Education
Charter School Board Executive Summary Report
The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged with authorizing, monitoring, evaluating, and dismissing
charters of public schools in Utah. Its work is under the direct supervision of the Utah State Board of Education
(USBE) per Utah Code 53A-1a-501.5.
This summary report shall be completed by the SCSB and submitted to Sydnee Dickson, Interim State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Utah State Office of Education, two weeks ahead of the regularly
scheduled USBE meetings for approval and inclusion in the board’s agenda materials. Only that which is in
writing, and included in the agenda materials, as ratified for recommendation by the SCSB, shall be considered
by the USBE in its final approval process. Attachments, by way of clarification, or elaboration, may be included.
1.

Charter School

Ivy Preparatory Academy

2.

Authorized Agent

Dena Lundgreen

3.

Mailing Address (authorized agent)

4.

The charter school is approved to open one campus in the following school district:

5.

When is the charter school expected to begin operations?

6.

List or attach all duly elected, current board directors of the school:

Phone

801-809-5009

615 E 5900 S

City

Murray
Provo

August 2017

William Brown
Chris Allen
Dena Lundgreen
Gayla Gallacher
Lyndsay Huntsman
Tom Nied
Shawn Potter
Emily Bourne
Rachel Joy Jackson
7.

Summary description of charter school (mission statement):
Ivy Preparatory Academy delivers a whole-child, college preparatory education to students in
kindergarten through sixth grade. Students experience rich academic content delivered through the
integration of the arts, music, technology, nature, and service learning. Through our use of Waldorf’s
whole-child “head, heart, and hands” methodology, students emerge intellectually capable, selfconfident, creative individuals ready to enter the next phase of their education.

8.

Is this charter school an extension or expansion of a currently existing charter school? (If so, attach
student achievement data from existing charter school).
Ivy Preparatory Academy is a new school application.
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9.

How many students will the school serve and at what grades? Does the grade configuration align with
the local school district configuration?
2017-2018
Ultimate enrollment

530 students
530 students

Grades K-6
Grades K-6

The grade configuration aligns with the local school district.
10.

Is the schools’ curriculum fully aligned with the Utah State Core Curriculum? If not, in what areas does
the school deviate from the Core?
Ivy Preparatory Academy’s curriculum is fully aligned with the Utah State Board of Education’s approved
curriculum.

11.

How will the school address the needs of students with disabilities who will need Special Education
services?
All special education services at Ivy Preparatory Academy will be in compliance with the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as it was reauthorized in 2004 and State of Utah Special Education
Rules. The school will employ a Special Education Director that will assure the school complies with all
laws and provides all students a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). Ivy Preparatory Academy will
provide a continuum of services in order to accommodate students’ needs with the Least Restrictive
Environments (LRE) and the Least Restrictive Behavior Interventions (LRBI).
Ivy Preparatory Academy will attend training and receive assistance from USBE Special Education
Section to ensure all plans and implementation are in compliance.

12.

Does the school have a building site or actual building ready to serve students? What are the financial
stipulations in the use of that building?
Ivy Preparatory Academy will meet the requirements in UCA 53A-1a-507 and R277-482 by submitting
any facility financing agreements to the State Charter School Board for advice prior to signing and having
its building under construction by January 1, 2017, respectively.

13.

Has a financial analysis been conducted and is there a strong likelihood the charter school will financially
succeed?
The State Charter School Board has reviewed Ivy Preparatory Academy’s budget to ensure that its
finances are viable and there is a strong likelihood of financial success.

14.

Who will perform the financial accounting for the school (by name) and what are his/her credentials for
accounting?
The business manager or management company has not been named at this time but will be named
prior to the school opening. The school included a detailed list of roles and responsibilities for the
business manager/management company.
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15.

Please provide a brief summary of other points the State Charter School Board would like the Utah State
Board of Education to consider in making the decision to approve the charter school:
Ivy Preparatory Academy seeks to open a charter school in the 2017-2018 school year. The SCSB heard
presentations from Ivy Preparatory Academy governing board with the SY18 cohort. After the initial
presentation, the SCSB required some modifications to the application. The school was required to
obtain a new location, as well as demonstrate ties to the new community. Ivy Preparatory Academy
presented the completed changes to the SCSB at the May 2016 meeting. To meet the requirements, Ivy
Preparatory Academy moved the location of the school from Bountiful to Provo. Two community
members joined the board, and strong community support was demonstrated via audience attendance,
social media comments, and a signed petition. The SCSB feels confident Ivy Preparatory will meet all
requirements of operating a publicly-funded school and now recommends approval to the Utah State
Board of Education.

16.

Votes of the SCSB in approving the charter school application:
Recommended full approval:

Tim Beagley, Robb Enger, Kristin Elinkowski, Howard Headlee, DeLaina
Tonks, Bruce Davis
Dean Brockbank abstained from voting due to missing the discussion
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