Utah State Board of Education Finance Committee
Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2015
Members Present:

Jennifer Johnson, Mark Huntsman, Jefferson Moss, Barbara Corry and
Joel Wright

Committee Staff:

Brad Smith, Scott Jones and Cammy Wilcox

Other Attendees:

Ann White, Joylin Lincoln, Brent Page, Kellie Tyrrell, Susan McRay, Tiffany
Nelson, Janice Christensen, Stacy Carroll, Moya Kessig, Jay Blain, Jacob
Wright, Ben Rasmussen, Nate Johansen, Jennifer Roth, Barbie Faust,
Kevin John, Debbie Davis, John Dougall, Tom Hanson, Ben Leishman

The Finance Committee meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Committee Chair
Jennifer Johnson.
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
COMMITTEE MOTION: Motion by Board Member Moss to approve the August 6, 2015
Finance Committee minutes. Motion seconded by Board Member Huntsman. Motion
passed unanimously.
Taxing Entity Committee (TEC) to the Community Development and Renewal Agency of the City
of Washington Terrace for the Southeast Urban Renewal Project Area – Plan Extension
Mr. Tom Hansen from the Washington Terrace Redevelopment Agency presented the
Southeast Urban Renewal Project to the Finance Committee and the Committee had an
opportunity to ask questions.
The Redevelopment Agency is seeking to extend the Southeast Urban Renewal Project
for an additional ten years. Previously the school district indicated they were not in
favor of the plan, but Mr. Hansen reported that with recent changes, both the School
District and the City plan to vote in favor of the RDA. According to Mr. Hansen, the
biggest changes that prompted the favorable change for the district include:
•
•
•

The extension proposes to modify the increment split to 50/50.
The RDA life is proposed to be extended ten years or until $5,780,000 in
increment is generated for the RDA, whichever comes first.
Improvements to the traffic problems on Washington Avenue that are
hindering the area.
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COMMITTEE MOTION: Motion by Board Member Huntsman to recommend that the
Board instruct the TEC representative and/or the TEC alternate to vote with the local
school board on the Southeast Urban Renewal Project Area Plan. Motion was seconded
by Board member Corry. Motion passes with Members Johnson, Huntsman and Corry in
favor, and Members Moss and Wright opposed.
Public Education Needed Financial Improvements
COMMITTEE ACTION: No action taken. This information was presented in an earlier
meeting to the full Board.
Section Budget Reports
Presentations were given to the Finance Committee by the USOE Information
Technology section, ESEA and Special Programs, Agency Contracts, School Law and
Internal Audit. The Committee had an opportunity to ask questions.
Specific discussion included possible amendments to the agency contract information
form (C-3) for contracts that are presented to the board.
COMMITTEE ACTION: The Committee requested that future section budget report
presentations include section accomplishments, victories, and the challenges the
section faces for the year in addition to a brief update on the current budget status.
SFY15 Carry Forward Amounts for SFY16 USE
The Committee received a report showing the carry forward amounts for SFY 16 and a
list of current requests for discretionary funds use and had an opportunity to ask
questions.
COMMITTEE MOTION: Motion by Board Member Johnson to approve all items listed on
the SFY16 discretionary request report with an amendment to remove the National
Repository of Online Courses (NROC) and an addition to cover the UCA grant
(approximately $50,000) for School Finance. Also, the Superintendent’s request for
discretionary funds (lines one and two) will be reviewed by the full Board when the
Superintendent is present. Motion was seconded by Board Member Moss. Motion
passed unanimously.
R277-119 Budgetary Procedures
COMMITTEE ACTION: The Finance Committee postponed this discussion until October.

Finance Committee

-3-

September 17, 2015

Report on State Fiscal Year End Close Out
Ms. Jennifer Roth reported to the Committee that when the USOR closing package was
submitted to State Finance, she received a cc on the e-mail, but there was no closing
package attached. Ms. Roth contacted State Finance directly to obtain a copy of the
closing package and after reviewing it, she identified $4.9 million of the $6.3 million
supplemental fund was posted to the lapsing column, essentially giving that money
back. Had she not reviewed the report prior to the final submission, those funds would
be gone. This incident highlights the necessity for hiring the three additional Managerial
Accountants.
COMMITTEE ACTION: No action taken. Informational only.
Report on Progress to Hire Managerial Accountants and Federal Grants Compliance Officer
The Committee received an update on the progress of hiring the three Managerial
Accountants and one Federal Grants Compliance Officer. Member Johnson made it clear
that these positions are not temporary and they will be funded with or without
additional funding from the legislature.
COMMITTEE ACTION: No action taken. Informational only.
Progress Report on Legislative Intent Language
The Committee reviewed the concurrent enrollment quality standard report prepared
for presentation to the Education Interim Committee and the Public Education
Appropriations Subcommittee scheduled in October 2015 and had an opportunity to ask
questions.
The report provides topics and recommendations for ensuring:
•
•
•

Qualified instructors.
CE courses lead to major and minor degree requirements.
Students are advised on the transferability of credits to private and out-ofstate institutions.

The Committee also received an update on the progress of the legislative intent
language required in HB 2 including:
•
•
•

Class size reduction
Pupil transportation
Concurrent enrollment
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Ms. Natalie Grange updated the Committee on an issue with Lumen Scholar (My
Options) Charter School, which is a new school in its first year. The Charter Board
approved an increase in the enrollment for the school that was never communicated to
School Finance so the increase of students (approximately 125) was not considered in
the projections. School Finance will increase the school’s funding in October, just as they
have in the past with similar scenarios, but wanted the Committee to be aware of the
situation. Ms. Grange will work on developing better communication between the
Charter Board, School Finance, and the State Board.
Update on Minimum School Program Automation Project
The Finance Committee received an update on the status of the MSP automation. Ms.
Grange and Mr. Page presented the electronic program to the Committee, highlighting
the progress made thus far.
COMMITTEE ACTION: No action taken. Informational Only.
Finance Committee Requests for Data/Information
Board Member Wright requested that as information is provided as backup in the Board
packets from various sources, staff more clearly identify which source provided the
information. Specifically highlighting the RDA project, the first portion of information
provided a neutral evaluation of the project, while the information from the RDA was
more RDA focused/supportive.
Ms. McRay was asked to provide a report on a district by district (LEA by LEA) allocation
on how much any particular LEA is using to augment Title I as opposed to using it for
normal Title II.
The Finance Committee requested that the agency contract information form (C-3) be
updated to include a signature line for legal verification/review. Superintendent Smith
indicated the contract C-3 review sign off is as follows:
•
•
•

Contracts under $100,000 will go to the Section Director for sign off and
review.
Contracts between $100,000 and $999,999 will go to the Special Advisor for
sign off and review.
Contracts in the amount of $1,000,000 or more will go to the Attorney
General’s office for sign off and review.

Motion to adjourn by Board Member Huntsman. Motion was seconded by Board
Member Corry. Motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

