MEMORANDUM
TO:

Members, Utah State Board of Education

FROM:

Joel Coleman
Chief Executive Officer

DATE:

October 10, 2014

ACTION:

Amendment request from MyOptions

Background:
In the Board’s September 2014 meeting, the Law and Licensing Committee reviewed a request from
MyOptions for a change to its charter. The Board did not approve the request, but directed that the
request be reconsidered in its October meeting.
MyOptions will open its doors in Lehi in fall 2015. The school requests to accelerate its growth model
and add more students its first operational year. The State Charter School Board has reviewed and
approved the school’s request and forwards it to the State Board of Education for consideration.
Key Points:
MyOptions requests to modify its charter to accelerate its growth model and add grades 9–12 its first
year of operation, as well as the 100 students allocated to those grades. In addition, MyOptions requests
50 new students, bringing the total enrollment in year one to 550 students. The executive summary
report is included and additional information submitted by the school can be found at
http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2014-Board-Meetings/August2014.aspx
Anticipated Action:
The Board will reconsider approving MyOptions governing board’s request as outlined in the
amendment documentation.
Contact:

Dr. Sydnee Dickson, Interim Deputy Superintendent, 801-538-7515
Dr. Marlies Burns, Staff Director of Charter Schools, 801-538-7817

250 East 500 South P.O. Box 144200 Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200

Voice: (801) 538-7517 Fax: (801) 538-7768

AMENDMENT
Utah State Board of Education
Charter School Board Executive Summary Report
The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged with authorizing, monitoring, evaluating, and dismissing
charters of public schools in Utah. Its work is under the direct supervision of the Utah State Board of
Education (USBE) per Utah Code 53A-1a-501.5.
This summary report shall be completed by the SCSB and submitted to Brenda Hales, Deputy Superintendent,
Utah State Office of Education, two weeks prior to the regularly scheduled USBE meetings for approval and
inclusion in the board’s agenda materials. Only that which is in writing, and included in the agenda materials,
as ratified for recommendation by the SCSB, shall be considered by the USBE in its final approval process.
Attachments, by way of clarification, or elaboration, may be included.
1.

Charter School

2.

Website
Board Chair:

MyOptions

Kristy Gordon

Email

School Administrator:

sgreer@gwacademy.org

Email

3.

The Charter school is located in which school district?

Alpine and Statewide online

4.

Requested amendment to charter (summary – full report can be found on State Charter School Board
website at http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2014-BoardMeetings/August-2014.aspx
In operational year 1, add grades 9 – 12 and 50 students, as well as accelerate the 100 students
already approved for operational year 2.

5.

Charter school mission and purpose(s):
MyOptions is an Interactive Distance e-Learning School, which also provides a small physical facility
located central to the school’s target demographic, called the Family Learning Center. The Family
Learning Center is used as a resource center for connecting students, parents, and teachers, as well as
housing administrative and other school staff.
MyOptions subscribes to the motto: “Learning starts with the individual” and provides an
individualized education to each student within the school’s instructional framework; creating
customized educational plans for every student based on their assessed individual needs. This type of
individualized education is best compared to an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), which is used in
Special Education in public schools. The purpose of MyOptions is to bring individualized education to
mainstream students in a distance e-learning model.
The educational model utilizes a flexible and adaptable approach to distance education by providing a
variety of instructional modalities and supplemental learning pathways as deemed appropriate by the
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school in order to best serve each student. The model supports individual development through
carefully selected curricula, which is aligned to Utah core standards and is teacher directed in the
school’s online classrooms.
The school’s foundation for this type of individualized education is based on a contractual partnership
between the school, students, and parents called a Personalized Assessed Learning Map (PALM). A
PALM is created for every student in collaboration with the school and a designated parent or legal
guardian. The PALM is based on a student’s needs as well as formative and interim assessment. The
PALM is a detailed agreement between all the partners showing the “how, what, when, and where” of
a student’s education for the school year and may consist of any combination of instructional
modalities or supplemental learning pathways.
6.

Charter school student demographics: N/A as school is not operational

7.

What is the position of the local district regarding the amendment request? Who was the contact at
the local district? (Attachment of letters, if necessary)
Superintendents from all 41 school districts received a complete copy of this amendment request on
July 23, 2014. No concerns from the district have been received to date.

8.

Please provide a summary of the Utah State Charter School Board discussion pertaining to this
amendment request, including points it would like the Utah State Board of Education to consider when
making the decision to approve the amendment.
None

9.

Votes of the SCSB in approving the charter school application:
(Listing of charter board members’ vote)
Tim Beagley, Howard Headlee,
Laura Belnap, Robert Enger
Kristin Elinkowski, Bruce Davis

Recommended full approval
Did not recommend approval
Recommended alternate approval*

*Provide detailed explanation of alternate approval
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The Utah State Charter School Board assures the accuracy of this report, supports this application, and submits
it to the Utah State Board of Education for final approval.

Signature, SCSB Chair

Date

The Utah State Board of Education considered this application on

This application is: ( ) Approved

Date

( ) Not Approved, for the following reasons:

Signature, USBE Chair

Date
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