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Coordinators

Attendees: Peggy Crandall, Amy Salyer, Michael Halaska, Kay Erwin, Valerie Pack, Jane Golightly, Jodi Stewart-
Browning, Sue Savage, Sheri Sorensen, Mary Lynn Lewis, Brenda, Burrell, Gerolynn Hargrove, Ken Luke & David Tanner

Gerolynn Hargrove

Welcomed the group. Gerolynn expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to work with Gifted and
Talented coordinators for the past few years. Gerolynn then introduced Brenda Burrell as the newly
appointed person over Gifted and Talented at the Utah State Office of Education.

Brenda Burrell
Shared with the group her background and experiences with gifted and talented. She is looking
forward to working with coordinators.

Val Pack

Shared plans for a gifted and talented seminar in southern Utah this fall after the success of the
March conference. It will be held in partnership with UAGC and Southern Utah University.

A date has not been set yet but will be on a Saturday at the end of September of first part of
October. It will be on differentiation and an invitation has been sent to Carol Ann Tomlinson to be the
keynoter. They haven't heard back yet. Other possibilities are Diane Heacox or Nancy Webber. Val
asked the group for ideas. The seminar will take place in Cedar City at SUU. Participant will have the
opportunity o also attend the Fall Festival taking place at the same time.

Sheri Sorenson

Handed out flyers on the SENG conference coming this summer to Salt Lake City. This is a national
conference. Conferences fees are $250 for adults with $175 for the second adult and $150 for
children. There is a break on registration fees for people who volunteer.

Josh Waitzkin, international chess master, will address SENG participants about his book A Journey in
the Pursuit of Excellence, The Art of Learning.

Sue Savage-Sakashita

Presented on Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs.

Some highlights included: helping teachers and students understand there is no age limit on taking the
AP tests; informing students about course rigor for future plans (college, sterling scholar, etc.);

the need for a district policy on AP to have a strong program; College Board authorization needed for
submitting an AP grade for a student; College Board pushes open access to increase diversity and that
districts don't put up barriers; money is available to help students pay for the tests; IB must be
authorized by IBO; teacher training done every three years; neither program is a gifted program but
both do promote rigor; teachers in both programs need to know about gifted students and
differentiation strategies to best serve gifted students.

Everyone

District sharing included Granite beginning a dual immersion program beginning with a first grade class
next fall. Salt Lake's dual immersion program will now extend 1" through 6™. Washington has a voted
leeway allowing them to develop their gifted program. Peggy Crandall, Alpine District, will be a principal
next year and hopes to introduce her replacement at the next meeting. Jordan is planning a 2 tier
program of gifted and acceleration. The 6T handbook has been very helpful. Split of the district still
leaves some big unknowns.
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