
Pedagogical Performance Assessment

WHAT IS A PEDAGOGICAL PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT?

A pedagogical performance assessment is an authentic, perfor-
mance-based method, embedded in a learning environment, for 
teacher candidates to demonstrate their instructional effectiveness. 
It is a mechanism to provide evidence to the teacher candidate, 
states, educator preparation programs, and local education agencies 
that the educator has achieved essential professional competencies 
and skills with impact on student learning by measuring their ability 
to:

] Design instruction based on their teaching context and stu-
dents’ strengths and needs

] Implement lessons with well-articulated learning goals
] Engage students in deep subject-specific instruction effectively
] Analyze student learning to inform next steps for instruction

using assessments to make data-driven decisions.

This cycle of planning, instruction, and assessment mirrors what 
effective teachers do day-to-day to ensure their students learn.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF A PEDAGOGICAL PERFORMANCE 
ASSESSMENT?

A pedagogical performance assessment is beneficial to all stakehold-
ers. In general, the assessment helps identify the areas where teacher 
candidates have strengths, as well as areas for further professional 
development. Benefits specific to each stakeholder are listed below. 

BENEFITS FOR TEACHER CANDIDATE

] Provides experiences grounded in the science of the profession

] Reinforces and increases professional confidence to impact
PreK–12 student learning

] Enhances ability to respond to interview questions by using
specific examples and details

] Deepens knowledge of essential competencies of teaching

] Fulfills a licensure requirement for Utah

] Provides an opportunity to apply and showcase their
learning across the duration of their preparation program

] Increases the portability of license to other states

In Utah, a pedagogical 
performance assessment 
is required to earn profes-
sional educator licensure. 
This requirement established 
a consistent standard for 
instructional competency of 
teacher candidates for pro-
fessional licensure across all 
pathways to teaching in our 
state. This document describes 
what a pedagogical perfor-
mance assessment is and the 
benefits to stakeholders.  
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BENEFITS FOR EDUCATOR PREPARATION PATHWAY

] Provides a professionally recognized framework to leverage in the candidate evaluative process

] Increases confidence and credibility in program design and delivery considering the reliability and
validity of pedagogical performance assessments

] Reinforces program’s influence on candidate preparation

] Strengthens consistency across programs around minimum pedagogical performance expectations

] Informs program outcomes and contributes to continuous improvement efforts

] Demonstrates evidence of content and content-specific pedagogical preparation

BENEFITS FOR LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY (LEA)

] Provides evidence that an established standard of instructional competency
has been achieved

] Identifies strengths and areas for future professional learning and mentoring supports

] Documents a teacher candidate’s ability to integrate knowledge and skills to impact
student learning

] Provides evidence that the candidate is prepared to serve diverse student
populations.

BENEFITS FOR STATE EDUCATION AGENCY (SEA)

] Establishes a consistent standard of instructional competency for professional
licensure across pathways to teaching

] Provides a valid and reliable measure of accountability required by Utah code that
brings credibility to pathways

] Provides a framework for feedback of educator preparation pathways and levels of
success

Utah State Board of Education   250 East 500 South   P.O. Box 144200   Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200         Sydnee Dickson, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Public Instruction
 

PPA - ADA - 1/2021





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		PedagogPerfAsmt FINAL.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Skipped		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Skipped		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



