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TEAMS: 
Director’s       Early Learning  
Dr. Jennifer Throndsen – Director   Julie Clark - Coordinator 
Caren Johnson – Administrative Secretary  Charla Lucero – Executive Secretary 
 
Educator Licensing     Fine Arts & BTSALP  
Dr. Malia Hite – Executive Coordinator  Dr. Laurie Baefsky – Coordinator 
Dr. Lisa McLachlan – Coordinator   Leslie Means – Executive Secretary 
Dijana Karabegovic – Executive Secretary   
      
Humanities      Quality Instruction  
Robert Austin – Coordinator    Katie Dewey Hill - Coordinator 
Brenda McMurtrey – Executive Secretary  Pamela Talili – Executive Secretary 
 
STEM+       Technology Supported Learning (TSL)  
Nathan Auck – Coordinator    Dr. Quinn Kellis – Coordinator 
Alicia Mormann – Executive Secretary  JC Mejia – Program Specialist 
 
SECTION ACCOUNTANTS: 
Diane Sutton    Sheri Johnson  Elna Shelley 
Financial Analyst   Section Accountant  Section Accountant 
801-538-7939    801-538-7569   801-538-7748 
 
   
HELPDESK AND OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
HR Department     IT Tech Support 
ERIC – 801-957-9390     801-538-7970 
Michelle Watts – 801-538-7560 
 
MIDAS Helpdesk     Teaching and Learning Data Request 
801-538-7807      TLdata@schools.utah.gov 
 
Travel  
1-800-367-3230 
After Business Hours – 1-888-739-7018 
Karen Tolley – Section Travel Specialist 

Teaching and Learning Organization Chart 
updated 02.16.24 

mailto:TLdata@schools.utah.gov
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DIRECTORS TEAM 
Dr. Jennifer Throndsen – Director 

801-538-7739 / E-mail 
 

Kristin Campbell 
Research Specialist III 
CACTUS, Private School 
801-538-7892 / E-Mail 
 
Lee Gray 
Graphic Designer 
801-538-7507 / E-Mail 
 
Caren Johnson 
Administrative Secretary 
801-538-7788 / E-Mail 
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EARLY LEARNING TEAM 
Julie Clark 

Literacy and Early Learning 
801-538-7661 / E-Mail 

 
Cristina Barrera     Monica Bellenger 
Preschool Education Specialist   Office Support Specialist II 
Early Learning Standards 3-5   Supports: Jared, Chelsea, Cristina 
801-538-7586 / E-Mail    801-538-7679 / E-Mail 
 
Vacant      Jonathan Collins 
K-3 Literacy Specialist    Research Consultant II 
Early Literacy Program,    Preschool, Kindergarten Entry, and Exit 
Professional Learning Grant    Early Childhood Data 
801-538-7661 / E-Mail    801-538-7536 / E-Mail 
 
Christine Elegante    Katrina Herd  
K-3 Literacy Specialist    Preschool Specialist 
Early Literacy Program    801-538-7694 / E-mail 
Enhanced Kindergarten     
801-538-7782 / E-Mail     
 
Krista Hotelling     Teresa Judd  
K-3 Literacy Specialist    Inclusion Education Specialist 
Early Literacy Program    Inclusion of Students with Disabilities 
Reading Difficulties Grant    801-538-7540 / E-Mail 
801-538-7794 / E-Mail 
 
Dr. Jared Lisonbee    Charla Lucero 
Preschool Specialist      Executive Secretary 
Early Learning Standards    Supports: Sara, Christine, Julie, Krista 
801-538-7976 / E-Mail    801-538-7546 / E-Mail 
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EDUCATOR LICENSING TEAM 
Dr. Malia Hite – Executive Coordinator 

Educator Effectiveness and Standards, License Policy, Educator Testing, Research and Data 
801-538-7895 / E-Mail 

 
Malia’s Team 
Jane Conway     Ray Carlisle 
Licensing OSS Manager    Background Check Specialist  
Background Checks, License Audits   801-538-7591 / E-Mail 
801-538-7580 / E-Mail       
 
Debbie Fewkes     Dijana Karabegovic  
Program Specialist      Executive Secretary   
Educator License Monitoring   Supports: Malia, Greg, Lisa 
801-538-7591 / E-Mail    801-538-7801 / E-Mail   
     
Dr. Lisa McLachlan    VACANT     
Educator Preparation Coordinator  Research Consultant II 
Educator Preparation, Title II Reporting  385-295-7890 / E-Mail 
801-538-7772 / E-Mail 
      
     
Jane’s Team 
Evan Baird      Christine Benevento 
Office Specialist II      Office Specialist II     
801-538-7752 / E-Mail    801-538-7695 / E-Mail 
 
Riley Haug      Mercedes Yuschak 
Office Specialist II      Office Specialist II     
801-538-7834 / E-Mail    801-538-7564 / E-Mail  
   
Greg Swapp 
Office Specialist II  
801-538-7532 / E-Mail 
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EDUCATOR LICENSING TEAM Continued 
Dr. Malia Hite – Executive Coordinator 
License Policy, Educator Testing, Research and Data 

801-538-7895 / E-Mail 
 

Lisa’s Team 
Camilla Capella    Megan Carlisle 
APPEL Program Monitor   Educator Equivalency Specialist 
Associate Educator License (AEL)  Interstate Teacher Mobility 
801-538-7669 / E-Mail                              801-538-7758 / E-Mail 
 
Greg Cox 
Educator Preparation Programs Specialist 
Out-of-State Licenses, Title II University 
801-538-7591 / E-Mail 
 
Andrew Grove    Lorraine Peterson  
Alternate Preparation Specialist  Office Support Specialist II  
APPEL, AEL     Supports: Lori, Andrew, Jennifer, Camilla  
801-538-7834 / E-Mail   801-538-7501 / E-Mail 
   
Jennifer Prince 
Educator Licensing Specialist  
Educator Preparations Competencies 
801-538-7551 / E-Mail 
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FINE ARTS & Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning 
Program (BTS Arts) Team 

Dr. Laurie Baefsky – Fine Arts Coordinator 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program 

Fine Arts, Music, Theatre 
801-538-7842 / E-Mail 

 
Liz Bunker 
K-12 Fine Arts Specialist 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program 
Professional Outreach Program in Schools (POPS) 
801-538-7670 / E-Mail 
 
Leslie Means 
Executive Secretary 
Support: Laurie, Liz, Jamie and 
Melanie, Rick from the Quality Instruction Team 
801-538-7944 / E-Mail 
 
Karen Tolley 
Program Specialist 
Beverly Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program 
Section Travel 
801-538-7503 / E-Mail 
 
Jamie Workman 
BTS Arts Specialist 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program 
Arts Integration 
801-538-7646 / E-Mail 
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HUMANITIES TEAM 
Robert Austin – Coordinator 

Secondary Social Studies, International Guest Teacher Visas and Licensing, U.S. Senate 
Youth, Utah Teacher of the Year 

801-538-7575 / E-Mail 
 

Karl Bowman     Etiana Coley Mells 
Education Specialist     Ethnic Studies Education Specialist 
Dual Language Immersion, World Languages Ethnic Studies, Stronger Connections  
Foreign Exchange Students, Seal of Biliteracy Grant, Title IV Part A   
801-538-7743 / E-Mail     801-538-7947 / E-Mail 
 
Brenda McMurtrey    Blake Ramsey 
Executive Secretary     French Education Advisor 
Supports: Robert, Davina, JoAnna, Karl Technical Expert for the Development of  
Naomi Francophone Bilingual Education in U.S. 
801-538-7891 / E-Mail    801-538-7683 / E-Mail 
 
Davina Sauthoff     JoAnna Sorensen 
Library Media Educational Specialist  Education Specialist 
Library Media     PreK-6 Social Studies, 
Hattie Munck Endowment   Title IV-A 
801-538-7530 / E-Mail    801-538-7534 / E-Mail 
 
Malusa Vazquez     Dr. Naomi Watkins 
Spain Education Specialist    Secondary Language Arts Specialist 
Spanish Education Advisor for UT, CO, WY Secondary English Language Arts (ELA) 
Asesora Técnica de Educación para   Scrible       
801-538-7850 / E-Mail    801-538-7616 / E-Mail 
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QUALITY INSTRUCTION TEAM 
Katie Dewey Hill – Coordinator 

Instructional Coaching Endorsements, Professional Learning Design Standards, Teacher of 
the Year Program 

801-538-7766 / E-Mail 
 

Yanka Demireva     Dr. Melanie Durfee 
Office Support Specialist II    Digital Teaching and Learning Specialist 
Supports: Audra, Etiana from Humanities,  DTL Grant 
Jodi and Teri from STEM+ Team   801-538-7719 / E-Mail 
801-538-7665 / E-Mail       

 
Rick Gaisford     Erica Horsley 
Educator Technology Specialist   Program Specialist 
Educational Technology    Effective Teachers in High-Poverty Schools 
UETN Advisory Council    Teacher Salary Supplement Program 
801-538-7798/ E-Mail    801-538-7741 / E-Mail 
 
Katie Jones      Julie Lundell 
Educator Development Specialist   Education Specialist 
Mentoring/Induction, Title II, Part A   Educator Evaluation, Recruiting and 
Utah Teacher of the Year    Retention  
801-538-7923 / E-Mail    801-538-7584 / E-Mail 
 
Denice Maedgen     Pamela Talili 
Education Specialist     Executive Secretary 
Coach of Coaches     Supports: Katie, Denice, Julie, Katie 
801-538-7714 / E-Mail    801-538-7770 / E-Mail 

 
Audra Urie       
Education Specialist      
Driver Education      
801-538-7648 / E-Mail      
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STEM+ TEAM 
Nathan Auck – Coordinator 

PCBL Specialist, PCBL Grant, Secondary STEM, STEM Endorsement and Incentive Program 
801-538-7664 / E-Mail 

 
Molly Basham     Teri Davis 
Early Learning Mathematics Specialist  Curriculum Content and PE Specialist 
Early Learning Program    Instructional Materials Review, Open 
PreK-3 Mathematics Standards Support  Education Resources, K-12 PE 
801-538-7529 / E-Mail    801-538-7655 / E-Mail 
 
Trish French     Teresa Hartvigsen 
Elementary Mathematics & GT Specialist  Office Support Specialist II  
Elementary Mathematics PAEMST,   Supports: Molly, Melissa, Milo 
Gifted & Talented, Enhancement for  801-538-7773 / E-Mail 
Accelerated Student Programs    

801-538-7617 / E-Mail      
 
Lindsey Henderson    Milo Maughan 
Secondary Mathematics Specialist   Secondary Science Education Specialist  
Secondary Mathematics, Initiatives,  Secondary Science Education, PAEMST, 
PAEMST, Mathematics Standards Support  National Youth Science Camp, iSEE  
801-538-7650 / E-Mail    801-538-7808 / E-Mail 
 
Dr. Melissa Mendenhall    Alicia Mormann 
Elementary Content Integration, Elementary Executive Secretary 
Science Standards Support, STEM Support, Supports: Nate, Trish, Lindsey 
Elementary Science/Engineering PAEMST  801-538-7988 / E-Mail 
801-538-7547 / E-Mail 
 
Jodi Parker      Isaac Pitcher 
Health Education Specialist    Research Consultant II 
K-12 Health, Safe and Healthy Schools,  Early College Student and Equity Data 
Title IV, Part A  Coordinator    801-538-7601 / E-Mail 
801-538-7734 / E-Mail 
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Technology Supported Learning (TSL) TEAM 
Quinn Kellis – Coordinator 

Accreditation, Leadership Standards, School Leadership Development, Tech, Statewide 
Online Education Program (SOEP) 

801-538-7785 / E-Mail 
 

Jill Baldwin      Cathy Gray  
SOEP Education Specialist    Education Specialist  
Monitor SOEP Operations, Oversee SOEP  High School Graduation Requirements 
Curriculum and Instruction    Early College/Concurrent Enrollment 
801-538-7668 / E-Mail     801-538-7830 / E-Mail 

 
Kimberly Howard     Dr. Cory Kanth  
Program Specialist     Education Specialist 
Statewide Online Education (SOEP)   Statewide Online Education (SOEP)     
801-538-7830 / E-Mail    801-538-7660 / E-Mail 
 
JC Mejia      Winona Moss 
Program Specialist     SOEP Fiscal Analyst / Office Support 
MIDAS       Supports:  Kim, Cory, Jill, Britanni 
Supports: Quinn, Amber, Christy,, Cathy  801-538-9686 / E-Mail 
801-538-7950 / E-Mail      
 
Christy Schreck     Britanni Taylor 
Early College Education Specialist   SOEP Licensing Program Specialist II 
Advanced Placement  (AP), Prime Program, Licensing, SOEP 
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program   801-538-7504 / E-Mail 
International Baccalaureate (IB)    
801-538-7935 / E-Mail       
 
Amber Wright     Dr. Kerong Wu 
DTL Education Specialist    Research Consultant II 
Digital Teaching & Learning Grant   Early Childhood Education  
Early Interactive Software Program (EISP)  SOEP   
Software Initiatives     801-538-7693 / E-Mail 
801-538-7754 / E-Mail  
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